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A N

E N Q^ U I R Y

INTO THE

POLICY, ^c.

SECTION I.

CbaraSter and merits of the Nabob prove ftothing infavour of his

conqueji ofTanjore.—Can have no right to pojfefs himfelfof that

country on account of the matters with which he charges the

King of Tanjore.—-Nature of thofe charges.

TH E fuccefs of the Biitifh arms in Hindoflan,

during the I aft war, has brought us into very clofe

connexions with many of the Princes of that coun-

try, both Indian and Mahometan. Their feveral rights

wholly depending upon the Britifh power, muft be finally

determined upon by the Britifli juftice. Among the innu-

merable controverfies concerning Indian claims, thofe of the

King of Tanjore, and Mahomet Ali Khawn, Nabob of Arcot,

have lately attrafted the greateft fliare of the public attention.
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The contrail: between the proceedings of thefe two powers,

which is very ftrongly marked in every refpedt, has been in no

inftance more ftriking than in the manner of their feeking

redrefs for the injuries they refpe6lively complain of.

From the year 1769, if not from a more early period,

the Nabob has engaged a number of perfons to a(5t for him In

Europe, in a great variety of ways. Thefe gentlemen have

endeavoured to recommend themfelves to their employer by

their extraordinary zeal and activity in his fervice ; and their

pretenfions to that kind of merit are not wholly without foun-

dation. They have been indefatigable in their intrigues and

publications. They have filled the world with many new

topics of argument, and new narratives of fa6t. They have

even been at the pains of correcting and amending hiftory

;

in order to accommodate It to his views, and for the fake of fet-

ting us right, not only with regard to his chara6ler and pre-

tenfions, but even to his pedigree. Nothing on their fide has

been wanting to form a party in his favour. He had great

objects in view, which were not to be compaffed but by the

arms of the Englifla. It was therefore natural, that nothing

(houkl be omitted which might tend to obtain the authority,

or at Icaft the connivance, of Great Britain, in the ufe,

which he had already made, and which he was ftill in hopes

of making, of the power of this kingdom in India.

The King of I'anjore, on the other hand, having had no fuch

viev.'S of conqucft, having nothing to expc6t from our force,

and having for a long time no appreheniions from our

violence,
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violence *, was latisfied to prefervc lu:j intercourfe with this

country, folely througli the ordinary channels of office.

Three folemn treaties violated—two invafions—two plun-

derings of his country—two years imprifonment of his

perfon—made no alteration in his plan. He expelled juf-

tice, in the ordinary courfe of bufincfs, from the authority that

the nation has made competent to give it. He has in fome

meafure found it ^ and it is to be hoped, that at length he

will find it more perfectly.

Not one perfon, during this long period of his fufFerings, has

ever once endeavoured, on his part, to intereft: the public in hi?

favour. Ifwe have at all been apprifed of the injuries he has

fuftained from his powerful neighbour, the Nabob of Arcot, it

has incidentally arifen from the fort of propriety that others

have felt of vindicating their own character, and their pubUc

condua, from the afperfions of the active and vindictive par-

tifans of the Nabob.

It was this fenfe of honour that impelled the Direftors of

the Eaft India Company, and the family of Lord Pigot, to

make thofe appeals to the public, which have fully juftified

the national wifdom in its a£l of juftice and found policy,

the reftoration of the kingdom of Tanjore to its original

and rightful owner.

This extraordinary referve of the Tanjoreans, whether owe-

ing to moderation or remiflnefs, has given the enemies of that

* See the afTurances of Englifli protedion pledged to him. Company's Pa-
pers, Appendix, No. 8.

B 2 • unhappy
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unhappy people great advantages over them. Befides the

operation of direct agency againft them, the very channels of

communication between India and Europe have been vitiated

by being fecured by a party. Redrefs from a remote prote6lor

is always tardy, and generally incomplete. It is a part of the

reparation of old injuries to provide fome fecurity againft new

ones . For the fiflions and fallacies which have produced former

mifchiefs, when their ill foundation is forgotten, in the firft aft

of redrefs, are, by the unceafing a6livity of ambition, frequently

revived. This has been very lately the cafe, in the at-

tempts to renew the exploded topics for eftabliftiing a fyftem

of conqueft by Englifh arms, in favour of the Nabob of

Arcot ; the conftant purfuit of which, for twenty years, has

brought innumerable and unfpeakable calamities on all the

fouthern part of Hindoftan, and reduced fo many conlider-

able Princes, fuch numbers of refpe6table Nobility, and the

induftrious inhabitants of fo many once flourifhing and opu-

lent countries, to the laft degree of indigence and diftrefs,

to fay nothing of the multitude of lives vi^hich have been loft

in thefe extravagant enterprizes, which had their rife in this

fatal defign.

The humanity, the juftice and the honour of the nation,

are interefted in the ufe which is made of the formi-

dable pov/er it has acquired in the Baft; and we ought

to leak carefully into thofe pretended j-ights of Princes

and Conquerors, recommended to us in fuch a multipli-

city of writings, whenever they arc to be exercifed by the

7 fubvcrfion
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fubverfion of ancient and refpe<Slable eftablifhments. A
conqueror, who fupports his own pride by his own power,

may be very unjuft, but he is not ridiculous—but nothing

is fo contemptible in the eye of reafon as extreme ambition,

depending upon extrinfic force ; and which is a fuppliant,

not for prote6lion, but for fuperiority, dominion, and con-

quefl. The purpofe of all the manoeuvres, and all the pub-

lications, on the part of the Nabob, is to prevail on us to

make him a great conqueror by our violence.

An addition has lately been made to thefe publications, by

a Pamphlet, called " Confiderations on the Conqueft of

*' Tanjore." It did not feem very necefTary to revive the

difcuflionof a queftion, which after many violent difputes, and

many great ftruggles, has been fettled by a competent authority.

By that fettlement, the King of Tanjore was re-eflabliflied

on the throne of his anceftors, under the proteftion of the

Eaft India Company, and in a condition of intire dependence

upon Great Britain *.

An eflablifliment for any country which is fettled under the

dominion of its natural fovereign, a fovereign conneded with his

fubjefls in affections, manners, and religion, and at the fame

time fecured in a ftate of abfokite fubferviency to the interefl

of this kingdom, feems to be too folidly built, upon founda-

tions both of juftice and of good policy, to make an under-
taking to overturn it, a very plaufible projea.

The profeffed purpofe of the Pamphlet before us (of whick

» The terms by which, he was re-eilablifhed, are before the ReaJer in aa
Appendix.

itSJ
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its author fays a great many good things) is nothing lefs

than a modeft propofal for the King and ParUament to abdi-

cate their authority over Tanjore; and to furrender the

fovereign of that nation, and his people, into the hands of

a Mahometan defpot, the bitter and implacable enemy of that

'^, .j/ »>,;
fovereign and that people. It propofes that this fliould be

adopted by, or forced upon, the Eaft India Company ; which

is to be made the inftrument of a third revolution, in diredl: vio-

lation of its own faith, mofl folemnly and recently given ; in vio-

lation of terms prefcribed by the Company itfelf, and pun6tually

complied with, in every particular, by the King of Tanjore.

In an attempt againft pofTeflion fo fupported, in favour of

a Pretender on the moft odious of all claims, afuppofed right

of conquejl, the author ought to have done fomething more

than repeat the arguments which have been fo often refuted.

It is, I admit, no objection againft an argument, that it has

been ufed before -, but then, in a renewed controverfy, the ad-

verfe party is obliged to take the matter in its new flate. He is

bound to confider the original argument and its anfwer to-

gether, and, by fliewing the futility of the latter, to confirm,

if he can, the former in its firft authority. Without fome ob-

fervation of this rule, controverfies can have no end.

The autlior of thefe " Confiderations" fets out with more
profeflions of candour and decorum than, I think, I have

ever met with in any political publication. But I muft beg

leave to fay, that he fupports thefe profelTions very indif-

ferently, and that he is neither very decent to his adverfaries,

aor
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nor very refpe6lful to his reader, in not attempting to reply

to the anfwers that have been fo often made to the argu-

ments he ufes. He is not to be fufFered to evade the per-

formance of this indifpenfible duty, by telling us in a high

tone *' * JVE have carefully avoided the difgufting paths

«* of controverfy, the aflertions equally confident and un-

«* founded, the quotations equal'y partial and inconclufive,

" in fliort, the complicated arrogance and fallacy, in which

«* fome writers on this fubje6t have indulged themfelves."

That in " fome late publications, the writers jumbling

** together perfons and things, and mixing calumny with fo-

** phiftry, are generally poflefTed of a convenient inattention

" to the fadts and arguments of their opponents."

That '* their arguments are fupported by felf-references,

" and their fails are proved by garbled appendixes."

This profeffion of avoiding the paths of controverfy, in a

contro'verted matter, is rather new ; and as to the charafter

this author gives to fome other performances, how far it

is applicable to his own mode of writing, rather than to that

of his adverfaries, will be feen hereafter. But, fince he

does not choofe to quote thofe whom he choofes in this

manner to afperfe, it is necelTary the Reader fliould know

who the writers are whom he treats with a contempt, which,

however politic, is not very agreeable to the modelty and mo-

deration he profeffes. The firft of thefe writers is Mr. Rous,

a member of Parliament, and a barrifler of acknowledged

* Confidcrations, pages 29 and 30.

abilities
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abilities and learning ; the accuracy and Judgment of whofe

performance -j- has fully juftified the opinion the world

had conceived of his talents. This gentleman, had he not

been entitled to better treatment on account of his own ac-

knowledged merits, had ftill a claim to fome fort of atten-

tion from the authority under which he writes. His work is

undertaken with the fanftion, and by the exprefs defire of the

Dire6lors of the Eaft India Company. He is fupplied with

his materials out of their records, and he produces them in

order to refute the rafh charges againft that refpeftable body,

contained in two Pamphlets, one intituled, " State of FaSls

relative to Tanjore-" and the other intituled, " Original Papers

relative to Tanjore." Thofe pamphlets are, in reality, the foun-

dation of the work now before us.—The other gentleman he

alludes to does not put his name to his book j but he too is

known to be a barrifter, and a man of confiderable parts, and

eminent in the literary world.

Without recriminating on the author of the " Confider-

ations ;" without enquiring into his own inducements, views,

anddcfigns, or without accufinghim of deception or fophiftry,

or of complicated arrogance and fallacy, or charging him with

any party or interefted motive, I will content myfelf with

examining into his reafons for the new revolution he propofes to

ej'ecl, by delivering the kingdom of tanjore into the hands of the

Nabob of Arcot.

\ " The Reftoration of the King of Tanjore confidercJ ;" printed by order

of the Direclors of the Eaft India Company, in 1777.

His
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His work begins, and ends, and is Interlarded throughout,

•with a panegyric on that great MufTulman Lord. An anfwer

to this part of his work will not add greatly to the bulk of

mine. In expatiating on the virtues and merits of his High-

nefs, Mahomed Ali Khawn, he llial] have no fort of inter-

ruption from me. He has the field all to himfelf. I am the

more wilHng to indulge him in his free career ; becaufe the

fulleft admiflion of all the virtues and merits that truth

or flattery can heap on the Nabob, will not give the lead

afliftance to his caufe : It will not prove, that he has the

leaft particle of right to depofe the King of Tanjore ; or

that it is either the duty or the interefl of the Englifli na-

tion to put that kingdom under a Mahometan yoke.

What the author fays of the alliance of this Mahometan

potentate, with Great Britain— the nature of that alliance

—

the terms of it^—and the benefit we have derived from the

connexion, are all as little worth confuting. The author

admits, that the Nabob, on his part, has derived reciprocal

advantages from his connexion with Great Britain. — In

truth, he has derived every thing from it, fortune, do-

minion, life itfelf. inlying from a battle, where his father had

loft his life, and his elder Brother was made prifoner, in

the ruin of his fortunes, and in preference to that elder

Brother, (who is ftill alive) the Englifh arms fliielded hirn

both againft his foreign enemies, and the ftrong domeftic

pretenfion of his own family. Whatever Great Britain is

faid by his advocate to have received from his bounty, (and

C
^
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of which he has made out an extraordinary bill *) is in fa6l

but a very fmall portion, which fhe has referved to herfelf from

conquefts that were made, (we may fairly fay) altogether by

her own arms : all the reft is her gift to him. But whe-

ther the balance in this matter be on his fide, or on ours,

fignifies very little ; the point in queftion is only this, " Whe-
*' ther our alliance with him be fo exclufive as to render

" all other alliances impoffible or improper j" or, in particular,

** that we were ever bound by the terms of our alliance to

" conquer for him the kingdom of Tanjore ;—or are now

" bound to depofe that King, whom, by a folemn public a6t

*' we have juft re-eftablifhed ?"

Until his friends fhew fuch a condition, in the terms

of our treaty with him, the Nabob's being the beft, or the

King of Tanjore the worft ally in the world, are matters

worthy neither of proof nor refutation. If the author's in-

vectives againft the unhappy Prince, fo cruelly plundered

by his friend and patron, were admitted to have a foun-

dation in fa6l, which they by no means have, it might prove

that he ought to be puniflied, or reftrained, oi', (if he will)

even depofed ; but they would not prove that the Nabob

of Arcot ought to be put into poflcjTion of a country which

does not belong to him.

In the firft place, it is proper to obferve, that if the King

of Tanjore, the prefent poflcffor, has not behaved as he

• Confid. pages 3, 4, 5.

r ought
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ought to have done, (which is not admitted, and never

can be proved) his mifbehaviour does not forfeit the juft

claim of his family, or his tribe, to a kingdom which

has always gone in fucceffion. Much lefs does it forfeit

the right of the native inhabitants, to be governed by

Princes of their own religion and manners. This has been

virtually admitted even by Mahomet Ali himfelf i for, whilil

his ambition was young and modeft, he pretended nothing

further than a defire of placing another Prince of the fame

blood upon the throne of that kingdom.

zdly. It is to be remembered, that if the King of Tan-

jore has milbehaved, fo as to incur a forfeiture, it is not

the Nabob, but their common fuperior, the Grand Mogul,

who has in that cafe the right to hear the caufe, to ad-

judge the offence, to pronounce the fentence, and to allot

the difpofition of the forfeiture.

3clly, The reader is called upon to remark, that no evi-

dence is before the Company or the Nation, of the truth

of any one material charge made againft the King of Tan-

jore.—The Nabob's advocate has not produced, nor even

attempted to produce, any fort of proofs of any delinquency

at any time. His method is, firft to advance the Nabob's own.

charges as faas ; and then, (as it is ufual in fuch cafes) he

fupplies the total defed of evidence, by the utmoft profufion

of railing and abufe.

It would be matter of eternal infamy to thofe who pof-

fefs the fmalleft attention to juftice, to receive the mere af-

Q 2. fertions

J
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fertions of a man deeply interefted in the queftlon, either

as proofs of a right on his own part, or of a punifliable de-

linquency on that of the party whom he attacks ; efpecially

when it is for the purpofe of inducing a lucrative forfeiture

in his own favour. Inftead of expe6ling to be called on for

rigid proofs in fupport of fuch harfli claims, the party

of Mahomet Ali think they have done full enough, in

juflification of revolutions, wars, and devaluations, when

they give us a firing of furmifes, fufpicions, and invedlives,

as if they were unqucftionable and acknowledged truths

perfeclly known to the whole world. " What mifchiefs," fays

this author *, '* may be apprehended from reftoring a coun-

" try fo fituated, fo circumftanced, to the fway of a man
*' fo notorloufly abandoned to all ties of duty, faith, and

'* honour, as the Rajah of Tanjore ? Are the dark fchemes

** he formed with Monfieur Lally, to feize on Trichino-

poly, forgotten ? Are his after-plottings with Hyder Alii,

Ifoph Cawn, and other powers, dangerous and inimical

to the Company, totally obliterated? Is he not at this

" inftant, though fcarcely feated on the throne of his an-

'* ceftors, engaged with Hyder in a deep intrigue with the

" Chevalier St. Aubin, a daring and wily adventurer, fent

** out by Monfieur Sartine, the French minifter ?"

This fort of fpecimen of their mode of accufation I have

thought fit to lay before the reader. To explain at large

all thefe matters here huddled together would require a

* Confiderations, p. 52, and 53.

volume.

,((
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volume. But as the author has not thought fit to take any

notice of the fatisfa6lory anfwers ah'cady given to moft of

thefe calumnies, I think it fufficient to refer the reader to

the books already mentioned ; 1 mean the Company's pub-

lication, through Mr. Rous, and the Defence of Lord Pigot.

With regard to the laft infmuation, concerning the prefent

King of Tanjore, as I fuppofe it relates to things done fince

the publication of thofe pieces, I have only to obferve, that

the unfairnefs of the author is not excufable even by the li-

cence of an advocate. He gives no proof; he cites no au-

thority J and he fupplies the want of evidence, by the fup-

pofed notoriety of a tranfadlion which nev^er has been heard

of; which never did exift.

I fliall further beg leave to remark, that this very dangerous

perfon, (who has put the gentleman into fuch a flutter, by his

deep intrigues with the Chevalier St. Aubin and Monfieur

Sartine) has not a foldier in the world ; that his houfe is

guarded, and his capital is garrifoned by a body of Englifh

troops, which may be reinforced to any number ; and that

the far greater part of his clear revenue is given for their

payment.

As to the Nabob's grievances, I fuppofe no one ever at-

tempted to injure another, without fome fort of complaint

of injury fuppofed to be done, or intended, to himfelf ; and

if the mere complaint of a party is fufficient j unification

for confequent violences, no Prince can want an excufe to

feize upon the polTefiions of his neighbour.— I would afk

this
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this gentleman, who urges us fo vehemently, to employ

the Englifli power and arms for fuch worthy purpofes, why

neither he nor his friends have thought proper to produce the

letters, or the treaties, or any other vouchers whatever,

of the King of Tanjore's being the aggreflbr, in any a6ls or

defigns to the Nabob's prejudice, or to that of the Com-

pany, whofe intereft they fo incefiantly affe6l to conneft

with his ambition ?

Nothing is more eafy than to fweep away this whole mafs

of calumny. But it is playing the game of Slander, and raifmg

it to importance, to treat it with the folemnity which be-

longs to grave accufation. When vouchers of thefe manoeu-

vres, charged on the King of Tanjore, are produced, it will

be time enough to examine into their nature. Until the

accufations are made to the King of Tanjore himfelf, and he

is called upon to anfwer for them, in a place where he may

refute them, all thefe loofe affertions, made at 9,000 miles

diftance from him, and of which, except in the ftile of

vexatious general reproaches, he hears nothing at home, they

muft be confidered in no other light, than as the mofl inde-

cent pretexts that ever were employed to colour the proceed-

ings of rapacity and ambition.

SECTION
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SECTION II.

Nature of the records produced by the author, examined.—To what

ohjeBs, a}id by ivhat jneans, the Company's approbation has been

obtained.—The Company impofed upon by the fervants in India.

IF the evidence of the Nabob hhnfelf, in favour of his

ovi^n ufurpation, is of no force, of as little is that of

thofe who were his accomplices in his defigns, or his infti-

gators to them. * His advocate makes a great parade of his

folid fa6ls, of his authentic papers, and of his unqueftion-

able records j all which prove (as he afferts) the necejjity of the

original conqueft, the guilt of the Rajah of Tanjore, and the

propriety of reinftating him (the Nabob) in the poffeflion of that

kingdom, which had been juft refcued from his ufurpation.

A record is a very ferious thing, and the belt of all evidence

;

But every written papei' is not a record. When records are

flated as evidence in a quejlion of right, they ought to be,

ill, papers either written by the party againft whom

they are produced, or admitted by him, as valid and au-

thentic—or, 2dly, they ought to be documents of fafts

from indifferent perfons ;— or, 3dly, evidence taken juri-

dically. But, I believe the reader will be furprifed to find,

that three-fourths of the pretended records, with which this

pamphlet is filled, are neither more nor lefs than the mere

reprefentations of thofe fervants of the Company, who were

* Confid. p. 17, 30, &c.

the



[ i6 ]

the inftruments of the Nabob in his ufurpation of Tanjore,

reprefentations made to their mafters, the Directors, with a

view to juflify their own conduft. Thefe letters may be

admitted as pleadings in the caiife ; and as pleadings, they are

good as far as the force of their reafoning goes ; but it is the

firft time, that fuch reprefentations were ever taken as mat-

ters offaB, or admitted as indifputable evidence, or as any

evidence at all, when the queftion itfelf is, " Whether the

" a6l which thefe reprefentations arc made to cover, was

•* juftifiable or not ?"

Of this nature is the correfpondence of the SeleSl Com-

mittee at Madrafs, whicli in the Pamphlet before us is con-

flantly adduced as unexceptionable evidence for the gentle-

men of that Committee in their own caufe ; pompoufly

cited as an authentic record, and as regularly referred to,

as if it were the fworn teftimony of indifferent and im-

partial pcrfons, upon a judicial examination into the merits

of the proceeding..

Some things, however, very material, are to be obfcrved in

thefe pretended records, befides their incurable invalidity as

evidence : Firfl, it is to be obferved, that if they were

admitted as unexceptionable teftimony, they do not at all

come up to the purpofe for which the author produces

them—for though the letters of the Seleft Committee at

Madrafs are very free in their inve6lives againfl the

King of Tanjore, and frequently enforce the neceflity of

bumbling, reducing, chajlifing, compelling him to do jujiicc to the

Nabob..
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Nabob, &c. &c. 8cc. yet they no where prefume to tell their

mafters, that they have had a conqncjl of that coimtry, for the

Nabob, in vieijv, nor do they in any place, endeavour to re-

commend that meafure.

Secondly, The Committee itfelf has taken av^'ay all the

authority which can be fuppofed to belong even to their

own partial allegations, fo far as they tend to a juftifi-

cation of hoftilities againft the King of Tanjore : for they

are forced by truth to profefs explicitly, that they have

a6led in that affair againfi their own judgment, and they urge

the compnlfion and neceflity they were under, as their

apology. " This government," fay they *, ** as guaranteest.

'* ought to have marched a force to maintain peace, between-

" the complaining parties, to have required deputies from

" both, tojlate the demands of each refpeftively, and, upon a

*' fair difcuffion, to have decided between them, and to have

** enforced the decifion, whether in favour of the Nabob, or

*' in favour of the Rajah ; but your government here did

" not dare to a6l fuch a part. It was plain from your or-

* ders to this Committee, under date the 17 March 1769,

" as well as fubfequent orders, that you thought the Rajah-

" ftood in a degree of favour v;ith this government, which

*' you did not approve ; and that you adopted all the Na-

** bob's ideas of levying crores, as an equitable pretenfion, be-

" caufe other Subahs had done fo. At the fame time the

*' minifter of the crown, ranging himfelf on the fide of the:

* Firft volume of Company's Appendix, p. i8o and i8i.

D ** Nabobs
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*' Nabob, received all his complaints againft the Rajah as

*' gofpel.

" Our conclufion is, that one of thefe decifive meafures

*' fhould be adopted with firmnefs and vigour; either to take

*' Tanjore, openly and avowedly, under your prote6lion, and

** give him proofs ofyour impartialjujiice i which we think, even

" fioiff, notiuithflandi^ig what has pajfcd, will bind himfirmly to

" your interefi—or to conquer and fubdue him totally :—but

** in the latter cafe, the confequent arrangements will be

" matter of the moft ferious confideration. What we faid

*' on this fubjeft by the Britannia contains our fenfe i and

'' fince the year 1768, fuch lights have been thrown on the

" Nabob's charaSler and conduSi, as may amply fuffice to enable

" your Honours to determine with juftice and propriety ; wc,

*' therefore only add, that every day convinces us we have

*• not been miftaken, and we confirm every word we have

'•' wrote."

It is not material to the caufe of Tanjore, to enquire

whether the Select Committee at Madrafs were or were not

\inder the compulfion they alledge from the King's Commif-

fioners in India, or from Adminiftration here, or whether the

Company thought them too partial to the King of Tanjore. We
are not examining into the force of their apology for their

conduft. It is plain, that they were themfelves of opinion againfi

the part which they took ; that they were of opinion, that they

ought to have maititained peace; that they ought to have calkd

en the parties to make their rcfpc6live demands; that they

2
ought
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ouglit to have allowed afair dija/jion, and enforced an equiia.-

ble decifion. They allow, that the King of Tanjore ought to

have had proofs of impartial jnjlice, which, they themfelves

declare, would bind him, £vc7i now (after all that has palled)

to our intereft : all this they allow to be their duty ; they

allow alfo that there is no part of this duty, that they have

done. And this totally fets afide their authority, fuch as it

is, for the reditude of the meafure they adopted ; and refls

the proof of that rectitude upon thofe whom they afTert to

have compelled them thus to a6t againft their judgment.

As to the Britifii Miniftry, what authority for the Nabob's

ufurpation was given by them, I profefs, I do not at all fee, I

do not find a fyllable in the whole printed Correfpondence, that

tends to prove that they have authorized the conqueji of Tan-

jore in favour of the Mahometans. If fucli orders had ex-

ifted, I take it for granted, they would have been produced.

The authority, therefore, fuppofed to be derived from the

Britifh Miniftry, alfo falls to the ground.

With regard to the King's feveral Minifters plenipotentiary

in India, what their powers were, or whether they had any

powers at all, to 2cath.ox\zefuch aSls^ I will not pretend to fay.

Thefe fpecific powers, never were produced. The King's

Commiffioners certainly never did a6l as principals; and

however they might encourage, countenance, and even ter-

rify the Prefidency (as they flate it) into the part they took

againft their judgment—they, as well as the Prefidency, ai^

parties, and cannot be witnelTes. They, too, ftand upon the

Da truth
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truth of the fa£ls which they alledge, of which they muft bring

proof. Indeed they alledge none upon their own knowledge,

nor is it to be expelled they fhould ; For the records of the Eaft

India Company were not in the hands of the CommifTioners,

and they could have no perfonal knowledge of fa£ts. They

were ftrangers in India, and could take their line, both of

fa6ls and politics, only from the Nabob, and from the

Company's fervants : which throws the w^hole back on the

original aftors, the Nabob, and the Select Committee; the

one of which was a party in intereft, and the other, as we

have feen, a6led againft their own fenfe of things. Indeed,

whether we confider the fubordinate adting, either of the

King's Commiffioners, or the Company's fervants ; either

ufing force, or fubmitting to it ; whether the one is to be

blamed, or the other pitied, it is perfeilly ridiculous to urge

their own affertions in juflification of their own condu6l.

Men's own declarations are the flrongeft evidence againfl

themfelves, but they operate as nothing in their favour.

The author, even when he goes higher than Servants or Com-

milfioners, and ftates his records in proof of the opinion of the

Company itfelf, does not perform a great deal more for the

caufe he efpoufes.—The Company's difapprobation, in fome

inftances, of the conduct of the Rajah of Tanjore—their wifh,

that ivhen convenient he may be chnjlifeci, and that the Na-

bob's pretcnjions againft him may be rendered cffeftual,— all

this is not in the leaft material to the fingle point to be

proved.

9 If
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If we were to admit that the Diredlors, in the accounts,

upon which they founded their opinions, were not deceived,

and that their defire of chajlijing the Rajah, and of enforc-

ing the pretenjions of the Nabob, were perfeflly juft;—yet

cJjoJiifement does not imply depqfing -, and enforcing the

Nabob's pretenjions does not, by the terms, authorize making

a conquejl. If the author can fliew, that any where in that

correfpondence, the Company's fervants had firft flated to

their mailers, that they thought it expedient to dethrone the

King of Tanjore, and to deUver over both him and his people

to the mercy of the Nabob, Mahomet Ah ; and that thefe

were the Nabob's pretenfions, and their views j and if the

Company had approved their meafures, on tliat fair Urate of

them, the papers would have been properly cited to prove the

Company's approbation. The fa6ts, on which that approba-

tion was grounded, would, indeed, ftill demand a proof—but

the fa6l of the approbation itfelf, however obtained, would have

been eftaWiflied. But as matters now ftand, there is not a fyl-

lable in thofe records (fuch records as they are) to the purpofe

for which they are quoted. The Prefidency never (as I have

juft remarked) once acquainted the Directors with fuch defigns

of theirs, or fuch pretenfions of the Nabob. The preten-

fions of the Nabob, on which the Company gave their opi-

nion, were only, that the Nabob might receive the arrears of

his Pifhcufli, and a reafonable fum towards the charges of

the war with Hyder Ali. Thefe pretenfions, and thefe only.

Were
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were before the Direftors, and thefe only they did or could

authorize.

On this point, the Prefidency are themfelves fo full and

explicit, as to take away all poflibility of pretence that the

Direftors had any thing elfe fubmitted to their deliberation

;

for the Prefidency fays exprefsly " That in the expedi-

*' tion againft Tanjore, the declared piirpofe to the laorld

'< (whatever the latent purpofe might be) was to call the

*' King of Tanjore to account, and not to conquer him."

*' * We have," fay they, " no caiife to infer, from any orders

** 1VC have received from the Company, that they wiOi the

" fort and country of Tanjore were conquered, and the

*' prefent pofleflbr difpoffeifed ; but, on the contrary, that

*' they [the Dire6lors] would not have either their poflef-

" fions, or thofe of the Nabob, extended, or the hereditary

"
pJJW'^^^ °f territories difpojjejjed ; but only that they fhould

" be reduced to fuch terms as may give fafety to the Carnatic

" and -)- their own poiTeflions."

Words cannot be more expreffive of their own fenfe of the

orders of the Direftors j they ftate thofe orders, as diredly pro-

hibiting that very aft, which the writer of the pamphlet afferts

the Direftors to have approved; they ftate fuch a prohi-

bition, as the knov/n ftand ng policy of the Company. The rea-

der's naturarfeelings on the unexampled boldnefs of fuch affer-

tions will fupeiiede the neceflity of obfervations upon my part.

* Company's App. P. 970, \ Company's App. P. 703.

But
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But the Prefidency went further : they not only enter-

tained this fenfe of the orders of the Company, but they

explained itfully to the Nabob himfelf, and gave him no hopes

of his keeping any conquefts they might make for him,

other than provifionally, till the Company's further orders

fliould be received.

When that Prefidency meditated the expedition againft

Tanjore, in the year 1771, they wrote to the Dire6lors, " that

** they were in a flate of uncertainty of what meafures they

** jliould purfue," that " * they were refolved to reprefent to

** the Nabob, with all franknefs and candour, that in cafe

" the King of Tanjore fliall refufe to pay an adequate

** fum of money, and the conqueft of the country be

" thereupon judged neceflary, any arrangements rcfpedling

•* fuch conqueft muft be regarded as merely temporary, ten-

" til the Company's pleafure JJmJI be known ; whofe orders

" thereon, they obferve to him, viuji be implicitly obeyed by

" theirfervants." They further recite, "
-f the Committee's

" avowed knowledge that the Company wilh not to fubvert

" the eflabliJJ^ed government of any power, with whom they

" have political connexion. In cafe the Rajah be fubdued,

" it were better to refiore him, or to place fome more fit

" perfon of his family in the government of Tanjore, upon

** paying fuch Pifhcufti to the Circar as might be proper,

•' afligning a revenue for payment of charges of the expe-

" dition, and for the maintenance of a garrifon to be kept

* Company's App. P. 33. f Company's App. P. 35,
** in
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** in the town on the part of the Company, and alfo for

*' a fufficient force to prote6l the country ; or, if the above

" be not agreeable to the Nabob, that the revenues fhould

* then be put under his direction ; but that t&e fort JJjould

*' remain in our hands, and that both ihould be confidered

*' as depofits, till the Company s -pleafure jl^ould be known.

The record containing this account, which this candid writer

has totally omitted, puts an end to all pretence of deceit on their

Nabob, which is one of our author's principal grounds for re-

invefting him with the kingdom of Tanjore. The Nabob knew,

(if his aflbciates fpoke truth) from the beginning the terms

upon which he was to undertake hoftilities. Firft, He knew

that his polfeffion (if he was to pofTefs at all) was to be but

temporaryy and fubje<5l to the Company's pleafure. Secondly,

It fhews, that the Select Cooiimittee were perfeflly apprized

of the Company's * invariable fentiments (fo often over and

over again urged upon them) againft extending the Nabob's

territories, and againft fubverting any eftabliflied govern-

ment. It is, in fa£l, the conftant burthen of their fong for

years together. By all this, the dire6l contrary of this au-

thor's pofition, *' That the Company authorized the conqueji,

. " and deceived the Nabob," is fully and clearly proved.

It is remarkable, that the very Select Committee itfelf,

under whofe aufpices the conqueft for the Nabob was carried

on, had been inftituted for the exprefs purpofc of reftrain-

ing and ^.hecking fuch conquefts. They could not take

* Vide Company's Appenilix, No. xx.

a jQngle
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a fingle ftep towards conquefts, in their capacity of a Seled

Committee, without knowing that in that flep they violated

their duty.

Our author, in ftating the paragraph of the Direftors let-

ter which reproaches them with this breach of their duty, is

pleafed to talk of the Dire6lors, as if they had mifreprefented

their own orders ; and that their fervants were better judges of

their intentions, than themfelves. The Dire6lors fay, ** That

*• the eftablifhment of aSelefl: Committee, in March 1769, was

** profefledly with a view to the confining our influence and

" pofTeflions, and to retreating back within thofe Umits

'* which our Governor and Council had exceeded, by at-

" tempting to extend the pofleffions of the Nabob of the

" Carnatic."

Our author is pleafed to ftile it " palpable fophiftry, to in-

" elude Tanjore in this order," becaufe (as he fays) it applied

only to the invafion of Myfore ; as if the prohibition was

reftrl6led to one particular conqueft, and did not extend

to every a6l for fuch purpofes, that could difturb the

peace of the Carnatic. Unluckily for this author, on this,

as on moft occafions, the expreflions of the Sele6l Committee

itfelf, contain a full anfwer to their advocate ; for they ftate

their own " avowed knowledge, that the Company wifli not

*' to fubvert the ellablifhed government of any power- with

" whom they have connection." Thus the advocate is an-

fwered out of the mouths of his clients.

But if their advocate is not put to filence by the confelTion

E of
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of his own clients, he will find that the prohibition of mak-

ing conqaefts was fo far from originating ou account of the

Myfore war, fo far from being fubfequent to it, and confined

to that object, that the Directors, in their Letters to the

Prefidency, chiefly condemn that Myfore war itfelf, as to-

tally repugnant to their prior, pofitive, and repeated orders,

to their orders both ancient and recent *.

Before I conclude this my inquiry into the Confiderer's

allegation of the Company's authority for the a6l which they

reprehend in their fervants, I think it right to point out to the

reader, their fenfe of the kind of information which they had

received from thofe fervants. That information became

the fource of all the opinions they could entertain, or

orders they could give : and its fullnefs and fairnefs was the

firft duty of every one in employment under them. Before

their approbation can be pleaded for the a6ts of their fervants,

thofe who alledge it ought to prove that they performed their

duty. But, it is to be lamented that they conftantly gave or

withheld information, as beft fuited their own defigns.

They were taxed by the Dire6lors with being difmgenuous,

fo early as in their accounts of their war with Hyder Ali,

and in the midfl of that labyrinth of wars and negociations
-f-,

in

* Appendix, vol.2, p. 521.

t 13 " We cannot take a view of your conduft from the commencement

of your negociation for the Circars, without the ftrongefl: difapprobation ; and

when we fee the opulent fortunes fuddenly acquired by our fervants, who are

returned fince that period, it gives but too much weight to the public opinion,

that
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in which they chofe to be engaged at that time, for the fake

of extending the domination of the Nabob of Arcot. They

exprefs their difpleafure at the war with Hyder Ali, " as be-

** ing aggravated by the difingenuous manner, in which their

** affairs were reprefented in their advices"—" Theunfair man-

** ner in which they ftate their views and motives, fo very

" different from the fpirit of their proceeding"—" Their de-

" clarations of their intention to make peace with Hyder AU
** on certain conditions, and their having reafon to conclude,

" that they had before fully determined on his entire extir-

" pafion"— '* That at the latter end of June, they had ex-

*• preffed themfelves averfe to a rupture with Hyder Ali,

*' whofe power they deemed a rcftraint on the Marattas, but

" before the year was clofed, the depreffion of his power be-

" came a principal obje6l of their politics *." This difinge-

nuous fort of proceeding, in fpite of thofe remonftrances,

was not only continued, but encreafed, in the advices fent of

the proceedings againft Tanjore.

that this rage for negociations^iJtreaties, and alliances, has private advantage

more for its objefl than the public good.

14. " We therefore direcSl you to form a Committee, to make a rigid

fcrutiny whether any, and what (urns have been received for that purpofe from-

the Subah of the Deckan, or his minifter or agents, in the courfe of thefe

negociations. You muft apply yourfelves to the Subah or his minifters ; and

you muft ufe every effort to get a fight of the Deckan treafury books, where

the moft authentic information will be had j and if you do not adl herein with

that fmcere defire to bring out proof which the occafion requires, you will

incur our higheft refentment.' General Letter, &c. Append, p. 52O.

—

It may

eafily he imagined, how far thefe injuniliotu were obeyed,

* Appendix, p. 518, 521.

E z TU
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The Diredors, after ftating that the plan mentioned by the

Prefidency, of keeping the revenue of Tanjore as a depofit un-

til the pleafure of the Company fliould be known, proceed thus

:

** * The above advices were communicated to us by the fliip

** Duke of Portland, and your condu6t upon the occafion

" received, as it juflly merited, our entire approbation.

" That fhip failed from Fort St. George the 23d of July,

** 1771 ; but we find, that the very next day, the Nabob be-

*^ ing defirous of accommodating matters with the King of

" Tanjore, the majority of the Seleft Committee refolved,

*' That fuch negociations fliould not be conduSled by our

" reprefetitatives, as guarantees of the treaty of 1762, but

" be left entirely to the Nabob : and we alfo find, that

" though you wrote to us three days afterwards over land,

*' you never fuggejled the leajl hint of having departed from your

** former opinion."

"
-f In September, 1771, you inform the Nabob, that as

*• you were adting in fupport of his government, and partly

" as guarantees of the treaty of 1762, whatever fliould be

* taken from the King of Tanjoi'e, whether forts, coun-

" tries, money, efFe6ls, or military flores, all Jloould be left

*' at his difpofal, together with the Rajah, bis family, and

** dependents, if they fiould fall into your hands. The

** 9th of 0*Sober following you wrote to us by the Stag

* 36 Par. of Gen. Letter, dated 12th April, 1775. Appendix, vol. i. p. 147

and 148.

• 38 Par. Ditto.

«* frigate.
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frigate, 3ui -were entirely Jilent rpfpeSimg the above Jlipii-

** lations; and as you thought proper to defer fendhig us

*' your proceedings by that conveyance, we received a copy

" of the treaty of 1771, before we were apprized of the

" unwarrantable engagements entered into with the Na-

" bob."

Here the reader will fee, and will pity, the miferable con-

dition of the native Princes of India. At the fame time he

will fee the neceflity of not being too haily in his credit to the

Nabob's advocates, when they cenfure the Company for in-

confiftency of condudt, in their endeavours to re£lify errors

into which they may have fallen, by giving too eafy a belief

to their fervants abroad, who have not fcrupled to miflead

them by the moft unjuftifiable reprefentations.

The author of the work before us, who prides himfelf

on his candor, ought to have taken fome notice of the cha-

ra6ter given by the Diredlors of thefe reprefentations j but

he has wholly fupprefled itj as he has, indeed, fuppreffed

moft of the reprefentations themfelves. Thefe material cir-

cumftances, fo fupprefled, entirely clear the point in queftion;

as they fhevv by what means, and to what obje6ls, the

Company's entire approbation was received..

Thus I have fhewn the natural invalidity and incompe-

tency of moft of this author's evidence, being the evidence

of the parties themfelves ; 1 have fhewn, that where: it might

be competent, it was not to the purpofe ,• I have fliewu

that thefe parties (parties as they are) confefs that they

E 3 aded
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aSted againft their judgment, againft their duty, and againfl:

the exprefs orders they received ; and I have fhewn that the

approbation pleaded in their favour was obtained upon a

premeditated concealment of the truth, and fuggeflion of

falfliood.

SECTION III.

Examination of the vtotives to the ivar on the King of Tanj'ore,

in 1 77 1

—

Our Jlate relative to the King of I'anjore and the

Nabob of Arcot—Ambitious views of the Nabobs and his early

defign on T'anjore—War with Hyder AH—-Breach of the treaty

of 1771.

I
Shall next beg leave, having reviewed the defence of this

conqueft fo far as it is placed upon the ground of

authority, to confider it a little on the foundation of reafon

and juftice.

To enter into a country with fire and fword—to plun-

der it without mercy—to feize upon the perfon of a Prince

—to confifcate his revenues—to defpoil him of all his ef-

fects, and to imprifon him and his family, are no light

things J nor to be done but upon ferious grounds, and the

moft urgent and evident necefllty.—Some delay of payments

(however juft and reafonable the demand) is no reafon at all

for drawing the fword and throwing away the fcabbard. It

is not a want of ftridl performance of every minute

engagement

;
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engagement j It is not every charge of his having engaged in

a fcuffle with a neighbouring power (even if the charge were

perfe6lly true, and the aft not perfeftly defencible) that

can juftify the invafion of a country, and the total deftruc-

tion of an illuftrious family. Nor ought our Prefidency, in

reafon, confcience, or policy, to have lent themfelves to fuch

enterprizes on fuch grounds ; even after they had embarked

in the war, they themfelves declare to Mahomet Ali, their

wifhes that the matter might be rather terminated by a ne~

gociation : their wiflies, therefore, whether real or pretended,

indicate their judgment to be—that extenfion of conqueft

ought, if poflible, to be avoided. They fay, that they incline

to think it not good policy to reduce Tanjore, and place It

under the management and control of the Nabob.

So far, however, from trying the effeft of negociation,

though the King of Tanjore, both by his Letter and by his

Vakeel, had declared himfelf ready and willing to fettle

every thing through the mediation of the Englifli *, they

* Company's Appendix, p. 717. Minutes ofSeleil Committee, 27th July, 1771.

The Committee had recommended it to the Vakeel to go to the Nabob.—The
Minute recites, " The Vakeel feemed much alarmed, faid, h'n Majler had, in his

*' Letter to the Prefidency, referred the differences between him and the Nabob, to the

" Company, and wijhed ive would take upon us to mediate betiveen them," Some

time after, being again admitted, the Vakeel faid, " his Mafter was ready and

" willing to fettle terms ofaccommodation, under the guarantee of the Englifli,

•' on whofe faith and promife he would rely ; but he would never trufl: the Na-
" bob, without the feeurity of the EngUjh, as he well knew the Nabob's inten-

' tions were to accommodate matters for the prefent, but that he had bad inten-

" tions, whenever an opportunity Ihould offer in future."

E 4 chofc



[ 32 I

chofe to follow the Nabob's advice, and, agreeably to their

expreffions, to d?'lve him to defpair.

From the refolution of driving him to defpair arofe

thofe two cruel wars, which, within the compafs of about

two years, they waged upon the King of Tanjore. In the

firft of which, they weakened and exhaufted that king-

dom ; in the lafl; of which, they depofed the Sovereign, and

ruined the country. The firft of thefe invafions by the Na-

bob, v/as in 1771, the latter in 1773.

I fhall endeavour to ftate, as fhortly as poflible, both the

motives and the pretexts to thofe wars ; and for this purpofe it

will be neceffary, for the fatisfadlion of thofe readers who are

not perfeftly converfant with Indian hiftory, to turn our eyes

a few years backward.

When the Company firft began to interfere in the politics

of India, they found the then King of Tanjore an hereditary

fovereign Prince, in undifturbed pofTeflion of great fplendor^

power, and opulence, derived from a long line of royal an-

ceflors. Mahomet Ali, fecond in defcent from an adven-

turer appointed to the Phoufdary, or fubordinate military

government of Arcot, by the Subah or Viceroy of the Decan

—

and that, too, in prejudice of his elder brother, ftill living

—

was found by the Company, at that time, capitulating with

his rival, Chunda Saheb, the protegee of France, for his

laft fortrefs.

With Tanjore the Company formed the firft regular alliance

2 they
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they made in India*/ and by that alliance they inftantly

acquired an important place, the town and dift:ri6l of Devi-

cota.—By the affiflance of the King of Tanjore, they gave

the firft turn to the war with France, Mr. Lally was re-

pulfed from the walls of Tanjore ; the ficge of which place

had been undertaken, and its deftruftion denounced, for the

King's adherence to our interefts. Through the whole of

that war, to the final redudion of Pondicherry, he aflifled,

with his troops, in the Common Caufe.

The Nabob of Arcot had the largeft, the moft immediate,

and the moft beneficial fliare of all the ftrength he exerted.

Tanjore firft preferved him from Famine
-f-

in Trichinopoly
;

and afterwards continued a fupport to him, with fo much

fteadinefs and effeft, that at length the General of that

country, Monackagi, (one of the gallanteft men, and one

of the beft officers that was perhaps ever born in India)

delivered to him the head of his rival Chunda Saheb ; and

thereby put him in the undifputed pofTeffion of his govern-

ments. Thefe are fubftantial and notorious fa6ts, recorded

in the hiftories of the Coromandel wars, before the prefent

controverfies had given occafion to alter, to colour, or to

difguife them. The endeavour to weaken the force of thefe

fads at this day, by a fubtle difcufiion of the motives of the

feveral aftors at feveral periods, or by involving them in the

* Orme's Hift. and Appendix, Vol. I. No. 5.

.f Nabob's Letter, March, 1775. " The fupport of the fort of Trichinopoly

** depends on the friendfliip of the King of Tanjore and Tondeman."

F intricate
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intricate politics 6f India, will be of little avail to weaken

the conclufions which naturally refult from them. They

fland, and will fland, as monuments to prove to the lateft

pofterity, how much of our power in India has been owing

to the favour and protection of a generous Indian Prince,

whom, at that time, we did not difdain to call a King *, as

he had always been called by ourfelves and all the world, and

to addrefs him by the ftyle of Majefty; though fome have

lately thought fit wholly to leave off that title and that mode

of addrefs ; and can ufe no other names for him than feu-

datory, vajal, zemindar, and other contemptuous appella-

tions ; ufed indeed promifcuoufly, with little regard to their

contradictions one to the other ; but all of them contrary

to his rights; and fome of them, ufed in a fenfe repugnant

to any ideas hitherto entertained in India. The fenfe of fome

of thofe terms feems indeed to be very imperfeflly, if at all,

underftood by thofe who have thought proper to apply them

to this Prince.

The late King of Tanjore (father of the prefent) had

at times his doubts and fears of thofe, whom upon the whole

he faithfully fupported ; and it was nothing but what was

very natural. If he had apprehenfions from the power of

France and Chunda Saheb, he had fomething likewife to

dread from the Englifli and from Mahomet Ali. Grounds

for his apprehenfion had been furniflied at a very early period

• Company's App. No. 3 and 4, and all the Correfpondcnce from our lirfl

intcrcourfe with him.

ill

;
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in our intercourfe } and bitter experience has fince flicvvft

him, that he was not wholly miftaken.

Our acquaintance with the King of Tanjorc began with

an attempt to fet up a pretender to his crown, and with ho-

flilitles commenced in confequence of that attempt. The

origin of our union with the Nabob was the very re-

verfe of this. Our connexion with him began by our

freeing him from a powerful Rival and Pretender to

his authority} if a man, almoft in poffeflion of all, in

a6lual pofleffion of Arcot, and by as good a title as

his own, could be called a Pretender. But unfortunately,

when power is in qucflion, it is better to receive than to con-

fer benefits. The fate of the two allies has been in the in-

Verfe proportion of their merits and fervices. From Handing on

the verge of ruin, from a ftate almoft of captivity, Mahomet

Ali is become, by the afliftance of the Englifli and the King

of Tanjore, one of the moft powerful princes in India ;—the

King of Tanjore, from immenfe opulence, is now very nearly

what the Nabob was found at the commencement of our

conne6lion with him. When the Englifh firfl: became ac-

quainted with the King of Tanjore, they were fo ftruck with

the magnificence of his court, that they thought it worthy of

a particular notice. •* On our entering *," fays Colonel

Lawrence '* the Tanjore country, the King fent his prime

•* minifter, Succogee, to compUment the Nabob and his

** allies.—On our arrival at Candore, the King defired to meet

* Cambridge, Page 58.

Fa " tlie
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*' the Nabob and me half way. I fet out the 4th, in com-

" pany with the Nabob and Mr. Palk, who had been with me
•* from my leaving Madrafs. The King met us at the place

" appointed, attended by his whole Court, who on the occafion

'* made a very magnificent, fplendid appearance. He was ef-

" corted by 3,000 horfe, well mounted, and a. great many

" elephants in filver trappings. After ceremonioufly pafling

" each other in our palankeens, we were conduced to a plea-

" fant garden, and there received by the King, under a pavil-

" lion fupported by pillars of filver, elegantly cover-ed and

** furnifhed. There we renewed our affurances of friendfhip

" and protection, and all our former engagements ; and it

'* was determined that the King fliould fupport the Nabob,

'* and join him the next day with three thoufand horfe, and

" a like number of feapoys. After a refrefhment of fruits,

" a fliower of rofe water, and being anointed with otter of

" rofes, we were difmilTed with prefents of elephants, horfes

" and firpahs, and efcorted to our camp by a brilliant party

' " of the Rajah's cavalry."

It is not neceffary to make the late forlorn, or even the

prefent patched up condition of the Prince of that country, a

contraft to this defcription ; which however is far fhort of

what might in thofe days be given, without exaggeration, of

the fplendour of the court of Tanjore, arifing from the opu-

lence of a territory, not great indeed in extent, but filled with

a numerous, flourifhing, well-governed, induftrious and con-

tented people.

This
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This wealth of the kingdom and court of Tanjore, which

at firft excited admiration, came afterwards, probably,

to ftimulate other paflions. The advantage which the

Nabob derived from the ufe of part of it, became his mo-

tive for wifhing to feize upon the whole. From the moment

that the fuperiority of the EngUfli forces in India was become

indifputable, and that he found means of acquiring fuch an

influence as to obtain the dire6lion of thofe forces, he began to

form a variety of ambitious * defigns, which were to be com-

pafTed by the deftru6tion, or (according to his favourite ex-

preflion) by the extirpation of all the princes of that country.

He even went fo far as to propofe a rebellion againft his

immediate mafter, the Subah of the Decan
-f- ; a power equally

under the protedion of that treaty of Paris, upon which

his partizans affeft exclufively to value him. This propofi-

tion, of placing himfelf by rebellion on the feat of his fupe-

r-ior, had no other pretence, than the benevolent idea, that the

divifions of the Subah'a family afforded him a favourable

opportunity.

* After giving account of the furrender of Pondicherry, Mr. Orme gives

the following lively defcription of the avaricious, ambitious, and vindidive fpirit

of the Nabob: " The Nabob requefted and expeilcd, that the army, after the ne-

" ceflary repofc, would accompany him againft fuch Chiefs and Feudatories

*' whom he uijhed, or had pretenfions to call to account, either for contempts

" of his authority, or for tributes unfettled or withheld. He had not for-

" given the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of Neiore ; his indigna-

•' tion had never ceafed againft IVIortizally the Kellidore of Velore, and

*' Arielore and Worriorpollain to the South, were fufpeSIed of hidden trea-

*' fures ; ftill more the greater and the ielfer Maravars j and the King of
** Tanjarfy. wealthier than all, fearcely confidered the Nabob as his fuperior,"

Qrme7 Vol. II. Page 725. f App. No. XX..

" Ths.
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** The tenor § of the Nabob's condud" (fay the Prefidency

who acted in fupportof thatdefign) " points out clearly, that

" the conqueft of the Tanjore country, the Myfore pof-

" feflions in the Payen Ghaut, and the pofTefllon of the De-

" can, are obje6ts of which his ambition has never loft fight."

Our author condefcends to allow, that this proje6l had

found place in his mind, *" He wiflied to be made Subah

" of the Decan. He did fo. But when the Company wifhed

" the contrary, obferve (fays his advocate) how this ambi-

" tious afpirer expreffed himfelf—
-f-

It is true, I was defir-

•< ous of extending my government and your influence

*' over the whole Decan country, but" (adopting, by the by,

the very words of the Dire6lors) " as a little in peace, and

" fecurity, is to be preferred to uncertain and greater pof-

" feflions, involved in difficulties and fo liable to troubles,

*' agreeably to yourfriendly advice, I fliall confine my views to

*' peace and the Carnatic country, fatisfied that I fliall never

" want your prote6lion."

Though he mifled the opportunity of gratifying his ambition,

he furniflics matter of panegyric to our author, in the merit

of relinquifliing to the Diredors, defigns which he could

have no fliadow of hope of carrying into execution but by

Englifli forces. The intention being however fubftantiated,

proves the extent of his ambition j which is all I have to do

§ Company's Appendix, Vol. II. P. 6og.

* Confiderations.

t Extraftfrom Nabob's Letter to Directors, January, 1778, Pages 58, 59.

7 with



[ 39 ]

with it. The relinquifhing of his objeft proves nothing more,

than that he can fubmit to neceflity. No body ever doubted it.

Indeed there is no one who will be at the pains to look

through his correfpondence, but muft fee that it is his con-

ftant method to propofe fcheme after fcheme, projedl: after

projeft, for railing difturbances, and enlarging his powers

and though he often lays thofe proje6ls down as lightly as

he takes them up, he has, at the fame time, the addrefs to

make a merit of giving up one of his defigns, to ferve him in

obtaining afliftance for the execution of another.

Fruftrated in his hopes of obtaining the Decan, he pro-

pofed a plan for the extirpation of Hyder Ali, the Na-

bob of Myfore. He had the luck to engage the arms

of the Company in this wicked fcheme, contrary to all

the ideas and inftruclions of the Dire(5lion. The author in-

deed, in juftification of an attempt which ended in his patron's

and our difgrace, tells us, that * " The plan of conquer-

" ing that country, originated folely with the Governor and

** Council of Madrafs. It was a meafure certainly very im-

" proper; but of its impropriety, even in its commencement

" or progrefs, much lefs in any objeSls of ambition it was ts

*' attain, the Nabob had no Jl:are, for he was allured into the

" part he took in that tranfadion, by t]iQ fallacious promifes

" of the Company's fervants, calculated to make him in--

" jftrumental to their purpofes."

It is a little hard in the Nabob's advocate, to lean fo

* Confiderations, Page 59,

Jieavily
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heavily on his friends at Madrafs. I believe it would not be

difficult to prove, that the meafure originated in the Durbar,

and not in the Prefidency ; but our author and I agree that it

was " certainly a very improper meafure." I fliould not have

quarrelled with him, had he ufedaftronger term.: but where-

ever it might originate, it was (had not the attempt failed) to

have concluded, with putting the kingdom of Myfore into the

poffeffion of the Nabob. A regiment of Europeans and ten

thoufand Seapoys were to be kept up, to eflablifh him in

that poffeffion. The author agrees that the Prefidency did

hold oxxtfomething to him, and did make \nn\fo}?ie promifes. He

certainly claimed a right to Myfore ; and the author tells us,

that the Company cannot conquer for themfelves. * " The

** Eaft India Company are," fays he, " a chartered body

" of merchants united, as their appellation exprefsly im-

" ports, merely for the purpofes of trade. The powers

" therefore with which they are invefted, are limited to

" the protedlion of their property and commerce ^ if they

" tranfgrefs this line, and attempt, as principals^ to con-

*' troul fovereign Princes, they ajj'ume a laivlefs power," None

but the Nabob, according to his own ideas and thofe of

his advocate, could poffefs the country. I am therefore

obliged to put the Myfore war to the account of his am-

bition; without meaning to exclude any other purpofes,

that the author may attribute to his affociates, who, it feems

deluded him, or, to preferve his own term as more expreffive,

* Confiderations, Pages 67.

allured
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allured him with " fallacious promifes." The truth however

is, that their proceedings were in confequence of the Nabob's

Ovvn propofals. *

W hatever were his defigns on Myfore, or whoever may-

have allured him into them, Tanjore was the ultimate objeft

of all his manoeuvres, and that which he never fuffered

to efcape out of his view. To that point the teftimonies

of the gentlemen concerned with him in the execution of

thefe defigns, are full and dired ; for, befides what they

have juft told us, they further fay,
-f-

" That the Nabob
•* has conjlantly had in view the defign of conquering Tanjore

^

** to/// not admit of a doubt ; and v.-e are firmly perfuaded,

*' that his chief motive for concluding peace with the

*' Rajah, at a time when our troops were upon the point

" of getting pofTeflion of the place, arofe from his jea-

** bifyt leaft the Company purpofedy at a co7ivenient opportunity,

** to take the country from him. By that expedition however

** he obtained, what he earnejlly ivifiedfor, viz. the removal

*' of that rejlraijit which he thought himfelf under by the

** Company's guarantee of 1762."

Here fome very material points are fettled on their proper

bafis. Firfl we fee ellablifhed, the fyftematic defign of the

Nabob for the conqueft of Tanjore, which fhews that his

quarrel was in fubfervience to that defign, and not that de-

fign formed in confequence of any grounds of quarrel. In

the next place, this paffage proves, that his treaty of

* Company's Appendix, Page 521.

-J-
Company's Appendix, Vol. I. Page 230. 521.

O 1762,
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1762, and the Company's guarantee, were a great burthen to

huTij and confequently that all his allegations of breach of

that treaty on the part of the King of Tanjore, muft na-

turally be fufpicious, where it was fo much his intereft and

his willi to fuppofe it violated.

From that, his grand, original, invariable purpofe of the

conqueft of Tanjore, he never ceafed from the moment of

his fettlement in the Carnatic. He therefore never omitted

any means to bring on a rupture with that kingdom
-f- j

for finding himfelf obliged to defift from his monftrous

claim of exadting indefinite fums by force, and to ac-

cept of a certain payment with a pofitive exclufion of all

other demands, by the odious treaty of 1762, he made per-

petual efforts to fet afide that agreement ; firft, on his ufual

pretence of having confented to it unwillingly, and afterwards

by ftating it as a temporary arrangement, which expired with

the father of the prefent King of Tanjore. In purfuance

of the fame invariable purpofe, he made a black attempt to

accufe the prefent King of Tanjore of the murder of that

father. That charge indeed he dropped, as foon as he

found that the good fenfe and humanity of Mr. Palk

difcouraged fo malicious and fhocking an invention ; and

inftantly relinquifliing his accufation of poifon and mur-

der (with as much readinefs as h« abandoned the con-

queft of the Decan, and for the fame reafon) he wrote the

King of Tanjore a congratulatory letter on his fucceflion to

the throne of his father, as falfe as the accufation he had

f Company's Appendix, Vol. I. Page 53.

1 began
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began with. He has made, and to this hour continues to

;nake, perpetual attempts to defolate * the country of Tanjore,

by diverting the water which fertilizes it. Had he been

fuffered intirely to accomplifli this latter fchemc, it would have

brought on a famine in that country, and even diftreffed the

whole ccafl: of Coromandel.

His continued hoflile defigns were evident ; and in India

he took no pains to conceal them. For a long time, how-

ever, he was not able, either by his numerous agents here,

or by his manoeuvres at Madrafs, to engage the Englifli forces

in a projedl fo contrary to all decency, reafon, policy, and

public faith. He was more early in his fuccefs in engaging

them in the other and preliminary part of this plan, the ex-

tirpation of the King of Mylbre, which I cannot avoid men-

tioning from its perpetual connexion with the prefent quef-

tion. He knew that if he fucceeded in that part of his plan,

that Tanjore would not be in a condition to give him a

moment's oppofition. Faihng of the fuccefs he expelled

againft Hyder Ali, he endeavoured to make himfelf amends

by renewing his attempts on Tanjore itfelf. He now faw

a moft favourable opportunity. He faw, that the lofles and

expences of the Company in that Myfore war, would make

* Company's Appendix, P. 68. Nabob's Plea. " The banks of water
" belonging to tiie Tanjore country remain in my bounds ; for which reafon

" the affairs of Tanjore can be finijind in a better manner "whenever we require.^'

Nabob's Plea, P. 71. App. 5th Par. " In cafe of difpleafure, if a few Cooleys

" are fent to break down the banks, it occafions great lofs to the Tanjoreans

;

" and the Tanjore country will be in great want of water."

G 2 thera



,r 44 I

them readily liften to any feheme againft Tanjore, fliort of con-

queft (the defign of which he as carefully concealed from them,

as he was indifferent about its publication in the Eaft) thatpro-

mifed reimburfement of their charges. At the fame time he

knew that the Prefidency at Madrafs, loaded with the difgrace

and blame of that unfortunate and unprovoked attempt,

would be very ready to lay the caufe of failure any where

rather than on themfelves, or on their affociate ; and that

of courfe they would be ready to join heartily in any

complaint againft a neighbouring power, the moment the

circumftances- of the country would permit it. All thefe

motives concurred to foment the quarrel with the King of

Tanjore, whicliwas ripened into a war in the year 1771 *..

* Confider. P. 1.5, 16.

SECTION IV..

Pretexts for the war of lyji examined—Duplicity of the Nabob''

and his Party..

THE above being the X&2I motives to the war, namely-,,

the fettled fyilem of the Nabob for the conqueft of

Tanjore, and the neceffity for finding fome advantage to baU

lance the lofTcs and difgraces in the war with Hyder Ah ; it is

I. neceffary
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neceflary to ftate the pretexts for it, and to examine into

their merits. The firft of thefe pretexts was. That in this

war with Hyder AU, the Rajah had not fent affiftance to

him (Mahomed) and the Prefidency of Madrafs.—The fecond

was,—that he had made war on certain Polygars under the

Nabob's protedlion.—The Third,—that the llated payment

of the Moguls's tribute, had been delayed beyond the ufual

time. *

With regard to the firfl: of thefe pretexts, the not fending

afliftance in the war of Myfore with Hyder AH,—let us fup-

pofe for a moment, that the charge was founded, and not one

man had been fent on the occafion. Will Mahomed Ali's

advocates condefcend to lliew what obligations the King of

Tanjore was under, to take any part whatever in that war ?

The treaty of 1762, never bound him to any fuch afliftance j

nay, it contained exprefs words, limiting the whole of his

duty to the payment of the Mogul's tribute. This is confefs-

ed by the very fame perfons who nlade war upon him for

not fending the afTiftance which he was not bound to fend;

for in the courfe of that war, they exprefsly tell the Nabob

himfelf, " That as tto fnention is made in any part of the

" treaty, that he, the King of Tanjore, is obliged to join us

'* on any occafion, the Governor oppofes making the de-

' mand of money ; efpecially as his condu6l fince, has, in

•' feme meafure, made amends for it, a body of his troops be-

*' ing now employed with Colonel IVood, However, as the

* Vide Confid. P. 15.

** Rajah
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** Rajah will be fecure in the peaceable enjoyment of his pof-

*' feflions, the Governor agrees to requeft, that he will bear

"
2i further part of the burthen of the war; but whether

*' he isjill voluntarily confent thereto, may be doubted -, for as, bv

«* the treaty with him, we have deprived ourfelves of every

" pretence to injiji upon it, were we to make fuch a demand,

** it might be conftrued a breach of treaty, and bring a re-

" froach upon your "Excellency, as well as upon ourfelves, of a

** breach of ourfaith ; which, bound as we are by inch,fokmn

" engagements, we ought fcrupuloufly to avoid giving the

'•* leaft foundation for." *

So far as to the part the King of Tanjore was bound by

treaty to take in that, or in any contefl of the Nabob -, and

fuch is the fentence pafled by the Prefidency on the firft

ground of their attack on Tanjore, I mean its not having

aflifted in the war againfl: Hyder Aii,—the merits of which

war, at this day, no man (no not our author) attempts to

juftify, on the ground either of its juftice or expediency ; and

in the event of which, there was fo little reafon for exultation.

But whatever the merits of that war might be, ought we not to

a(k. If the Rajah was not ioundhy treaty to affift in it, had he

any other motives ? Was he previoufly confulted about it ? Was

he to derive any fort of immediate benefit from it ? Was it for

his remote interefts ? On the contrary, was it not made for the

diredt purpofe of deftroying every power capable of keeping

the Nabob of Arcot within the bounds of moderation, and

* Company's Appendix, P. 169.

confequently
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confeqiiently of having the King of Tanjore entirely at his

mercy ? The very advocates for the Nabob tell us it was

*• a very improper meafure."—If it appears fo to them, what

could recommend it to the Rajah ?—had he embarked with

2eal and eagernefs in fuch a war, he muft have been com-

pletely out of his fenfes.

The reader who finds, that the Rajah's holding back of

affiftance in the war with Hyder Ali, is made a ground of war

upon himfelf (though on fuch a foundation as we have jufl

feen) will be led to fuppofe, that the fa6l at leaft: is indifputa-

ble. It is indeed a fpecies of fa6l, the exiftence or non-

exiftence of which cannot be equivocal. What muft be the

reader's indignation, when he fees in the paper juft cited, that

the foundation of the charge is abfolutely falfe ; and that the

King of Tanjore, from his defire of being well with our nation,

notwithftanding his well-grounded fear (and hatred, if you

pleafe) of Mahomed Ali, actually did fend 3000 men to that

war, under Colonel Wood ? This is dire6tly acknowledged in

the fame letter of the Prefidency, from whence the laft ex-

tra6t is made.

The charge is made by the Nabob, and it is argued in the

pamphlet before us, as if no afTiftance at all had been fent ;

yet, as the fa6l to the contrary ftared them in the face, it was

neceflary to difpute the va/ue of the fervices ; and without any

attention to the contradiction, they affert, " That the Rajah's

** troops were of no manner of ufe."

There is fo little dependence to be had upon aflertions

from.



[ 48 ]

from the Nabob's quarter, and fo little light has been

thrown on the detail of that war, that I cannot under-

take to fay pofitively whether they were of ufe or not.

It is not indeed eafy to afcertain the proportion of the

utiUty of any particular corps of troops ferving in a large

army. Though the Commander may not employ them,

they flill tend to give refpc6i:, and add to the opinion of

the general ftrength. If they were not employed, and

ought to have been fo, it was the fault of the Nabob

and his Allies, who had the entire command of them, and

who did not choofe to employ them. But if from their

ill conftitution, or their difafFe6lion, they had been (which I

take to be far from the cafe) of no ufe ; yet let it be recol-

lefted that they could not be more defe6live than the Na-

bob's * own troops, who were worfe than of «? ufe ; for

if they did not abfolutely betray the places they were ap-

pointed to garrifon, to Hyder Ali, they abandoned them

through cowardice and want of difcipline, and thus became

one caufe of the unfortunate ifTue of that unjuft war.

But if the Nabob's friend takes new ground, and will

* Our author himfcif gives us his unqueftionable teftimony to tlie badnefs

of the Nabob's forces. He does not fiippofe that the Nabob would wifh to truft

even his darling prey of Tanjore in the hands of his own forces. " He muft,"

(fays his advocate) " well remember the danger of Trichinopoly, which

" would have fallen into other hands, if the troops of the Company had not

" been within its walls ; that if Tanjore were only defended by the Nabob's

" fcapoys, a fudden attack upon it by the European powers, and other enemies,

" might lofe that country to t!ie Nabob, and involve in confcquence, both

" him and the Company in heavy misfortunes." Confiderations, P. 6i.

aflert
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aflert that the delay and not the refufal of fending troops was

made the caufe of complaint -, to this I anfwer, that when the

fa6l of his fending troops is eftabHfhed, when it is proved

that he was under no obHgation to furnifli any troops, I

have a right to alk, how his delay in fending what he was

not obliged to fend at all, fhould become a crime of that

magnitude ?

But I will fuppofe, for argument, that he was obliged by

fomc duty or other, to fend a mihtary force in this (to him

unnatural) war ; yet, as no treaty had either defined the

time, nor the * quota, nor had any fpecific requifitions been

made, how came the late time and deficient quantity of the

* " What quota of troops or treafure fhould be furniflied in time of war, we
" cannot a/certain, either by ttfage or campaii ; it appears therefore to us, to have

*' been arbitrary : that is to lay, the government of the Carnatic hath exaSled

*' whatever ithad poiuer to compel, andTanjore hath refufedfuccours or money, asfar
*' as the government thought it had power to fupport fuch refufal. As this is by no
*' means peculiar to thefe two ftates, the fame principle prevails invariably

" throughout Indoftan." Appendix, P. 938.

iV^. B. This is a teftimony from an enemy. The Prefidency recommending

the reduction of Tanjore for the benefit either of the Nabob or the Company, on

the fame mere principle oC pozuer and policy, without a pretence of right— it may

poffibly be matter of curiofity to the reader to fee what the conclufion is that

they draw from the above premifes. "Upon this, principle (fay they) which

" is wholly that ofpoiver, it is certainly contrary to the found policy of the Car-

,

*' natic to fufi'er the exifience of fuch a fate."—Viz. Tanjore. To common

men it would feem an odd conclufion, that becaufe a foreign flate claimed ah

extravagant and abfurd power over another ftate, therefore the ftate that was

vexed by the exercife of that power, ought not to be fuffcred to have exifience.

It would, to plain fenfe, found as well, that fince fo'abfurd a power was vex-

atious and mifchievous to humanity, the power ought to be annihilated, and the

flate over which it was claimed, fet free from the vexation of fuch monftrous

pretenfions.

H aid
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aid he feiit, to become a juft ground of hoftility againft

him ? The confederates make no fcruple to receive and derive

all the advantages they could from the King of Tanj ore's

troops, (v^^hich they confefs they had no right to require) ;

and w^hen they have no longer occafion for them, and

have clapped up a peace with their enemy, then they fall

upon their ally, on the pretence of his not having done enough.

Let us however go the full length they would have

us go, and admit the delay and its guilt in the fuUeft ex-

tent, yet furely it is not decent for thofe to complain of

the delay of others, who are not alert themfelves. The

Nabob, who thinks the Rajah's delay a good reafon for

making war upon him, was himfelf flow enough to take

the field againft Hyder Ali. That very Prefidency, who joined

him in making war upon Tanjore, on pretence of remiffnefs,

exprefs their fenfe of his own conduct in this affair in the

fullefl and ftrongeft manner. After charging him with being

himfelf the occafion of the abortion of all his own defigns, and

with his failure in all his engagements, they accufe him of " the

" non-payment of his arrears to his own horfe, which had been a

'* Jong time lying inactive, and refujing to a£l for want ofpay—
** the Nabob (fay they) after his propofal of going to camp,

'* was often prejjedto do foy and to put his horfe in motion ; but

** he could «(?/ be prevailed on tofiir, nor did any of his horfe

" move from Arcot until a few days before Hyder s arrival at

^ the Mount " * that is to fay, at the gates of Madrafs, where

* Company's App. P.

he
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he and they were ohUged to fubmlt to the terms of the con-

queror. If the Nabob could not be prevailed on to bring his

force into the field until the laft moment, although in his own

caufe, where his glory, his intereft, and all the great prizes

of his ambition were at ftake, and that too againft the object

of his bittereft enmity, with what face could he reproach, much

lefs make war upon the King of Tanjore, for want of alacrity

in a war calculated, in the fecond remove, for his own de-

ftruflion ?

In the black annals of political perfidy, there are few in-

ftances to be found of fo vile a proceeding, as the whole of

this tranfa£tion ; that is, the acceptance of the fervice ; the fub-

fequent quarrel for not having received it; and, laftly, a

war made to punifh the remiilhefs of an ally, where the prin-

cipal could not be perfuaded to ftir.

If any thing could add to the horror and bafenefs of it,

it was, that the Prefidency had actually included the Rajah

in the treaty of peace with Hyder Ali. They make a ftudied

merit with the Rajah, of having done fo ; though at home

they tell another ftory, and declare, that it was not done at

their requifition, but at that of the King of Myfore, who

dictated the peace. But from whatever motive it was done,

done it was ; and it mufl have wiped off all the delinquency of

the Rajah, if any fuch had exifted. This is the fad, and thus

they ftate it. The manner however in which the effeft of

this treaty is eluded in the pamphlet before us, is fo very ex*

traordinary, that I think I ihall not be blamed for refting

H 2 a little
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a little upon that part of the fubjecfl. I will therefore fet

out with Hating it according to their own ideas of the tranf-

a6tion, and in the way they wifli to have it underftood.

* " By this treaty of 1769 (fays the author of the pamph-

let before us) " a new alliance was formed ; to which how-

" ever Hyder Ali would not accede, unlefs the Rajah of

*' Tanjore fliould be included as a party to be protedted. By

" complying with his requifition, and ratifying it in favour

" of the Rajah, the Company annulled the treaty of 1762. The

" Nabob refufmg to fubfcribe this convention with Hyder,

" he remained in his ^xi^mQjituation, confidering himfelf a?

*' an ally only of the Company."—-}- " For, befides the new

" relation now eftablifhed between the powers of Indoftan,

" whereby Hyder Ali became guarantee of the Rajah j

" not againji the Nabobs for he refufed to fign that in-

<* congruous convention, but againji the EngliJJj ; the point

" infifted upon by Hyder, that his Ally, the Rajah, fliould

«' now be included as a party to be protected, addition-

" ally proves, that his former prote6lion under the former

" guarantee had ceafed."

—

\ " A feries of caufes concur to

'•* deftroy the treaty of 1762. It -wzs Jirji broken through

" by the rtfeated perfidious condud of the Rajah ; it was

** again annulled by the new treaty of 1769."

The game they play is perfectly new, and wcW worthy the

attention of a reader, who may be inquifitive to know the

* Confid. Page 9. t IbiJ. Page 37.

:t Ibid. Pag^ 40.

fpirit
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Ipirit of Britlfh oriental politics. The gentlemen at Ma-

drafs make a treaty of peace with Hyder Ali, which in-

cludes the King of Tanjore. According to the letter and

fpirit of that treaty, it is admitted, that he ought to be

fafe and facred as to them. But then they have an Ally, the

Nabob, in petto, who is not included in the treaty ; he re-

mained fnug, and altogether unafFefted by what had hap-

pened. " The Nabob * (fays our author) refufmg to fub-

" fcribe tliis convention with Hyder, he remained hi his

" prijiine Jituation, confidering himfelf only as an Ally of

** the Company," and the Company's convention was only

*' againji themfehes, and not againft the Nabob." The Nabob

is therefore ftill at liberty to fall upon the King of Tanjore \

though that unfortunate Prince, who muft be facrificed at

any rate, had made war on the Nabob's own fide, and was

included in a treaty of peace, of which the Nabob had the

full benefit.

Thus far Mahomed has taken his pofition with judgment.

The Englifli too are not fo much hampered as may appear

at firft view. They come into play in their turn. Although

we, on our part, are indeed bound by the treaty; though

we tell the King of Tanjore that he owes his being included

in it to us, yet we are at liberty (always, however, as allies

to the Nabob) to join in the invafion of his kingdom. That

is, in other words, the Nabob, as our ally, is not bound

* Confid, P. g, and again P. 37.

by
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by our treaty;—and as his ally, we are not bound by our

own.

In this fcandalous fhuffle of prevarication and mutual con-

nivance ; by fometimes appearing as principals, fometimes as

allies ; fometimes the Nabob being bound, and we loofe,

and fometimes the Nabob loofe, and we bound, this extra-

ordinary confederacy has made fport of the faith of the Britifli

nation, and of all faith.

But this is not the whole effefl of the fervice done the

King of Tanjore by this treaty with Hyder Ali, which the

Prefidency of Madrafs have, as they tell him, negociated in

his favour, in 1769. It was not enough that that treaty laid

him open to the hoftilities of the Nabob, with the treaty-

makei-s for his allies, but it had, it feems, as we have juft

read, an operation to annul all the former treaties, and

particulaily that of 1762.

If the annihilation of the treaty of 1762, was the con-

fequence of the King of Tanj ore's being included in the

treaty of 1769, why did not the Prefidency, who made fuch

a merit of including him in it, apprize him a httle of the

nature of the favor they had conferred on him ? It was

rather unkind to conceal from him the full extent of the

obligation for which they claim his gratitude -, and if he did

not make all the return that was expedled, it was probably

from this their indi.Ciect concealment of the value of the

benefit.

But
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But after paying our due homage to this fingular a6l of

friendfhip, it may not be improper to enquire a httle into

the vahdity of it : I fhall therefore beg leave to a(k the gen-

tlemen, on what principle the King of Tanjore, by being

included by the Prefidency of Madrafs in the treaty of 1769,

with Hyder Ali, came to forfeit the benefit of the treaty

of 1762 with Mahomed Ali, and the guarantee of that

treaty by the Company ?—To fliew that the latter of thefe

inftruments does really derogate from the former, fo as to

annul it, they are bound to produce this exterminating

treaty of 1769, which devours every other, and to (hew

that it is contradiftory to, and deftru6live of the firft. If

any thing could at this time of day be aftonilhing in this

proceeding, it would be aftonilhing to obferve, that the Na-

bob's partizans have neither produced this treaty, nor any

one fmgle article, or part of an article in it ; and yet they

have the confidence to aflert, that it annuls the treaty of

1762. I do not find it fo much as contended for, that

the treaty of 1762 was ever mentioned in that of 1769 *, or

that one of the parties, Hyder, fo much as knew of itj

or that it had in any way ever become an objed of the

.preceding negociation. It is indeed impoffible to conceive,

how a treaty of peace and mere indemnity with a third

* The treaty of 69 is to be found in the Book of Treaties publifhed by the

Company, Page 58. Although the Nabob is not mentioned perfonally in this

treaty, his country, the Carnatic Payen Ghaut, is included in it ; and the

King of Tanjore is mentioned as a friend and ally of that country and the

Englifh Company.

z perfon^



[ S6 1

perfon, to which the Nabob (if we believe his advocate) was

no contra6ling party, would annul a folemn treaty figned

by himfelf.

As to the Englifti, the reader will recoUefl, that the treaty

of 1762 was made under the mediation, and with the ex-

prefs guarantee, of that Prefidency of Madrafs which in-

cluded the King of Tanjore in the treaty of 1769 ; it was

approved and ratified by the Company at home ; it was as

complete a treaty as the Company could make it. Even if the

advocates for the a6ls of that Prefidency were able to fhew (what

they never can (hew) that the fecond treaty which they made,

contained matter derogatory to, and fubverfive of the firft,

which was alfo made by themfelves, it could not excufe, but

would rather aggravate their perfidy. They were certainly

not at liberty by their own pofterior voluntary aft, to overturn

their own prior engagement ; or if they could, how can they

have the abfurdity and effrontery to afi^ert, that a treaty which

gave to the King of Tanjore an additional fecurity by including

him in it as their friend and ally, was a deftru6tion of the ori-

ginal fecurity given by a former treaty ?

The fituation of the Princes of the Baft, In their dealings

with the Nabob and his aflbciates, is frightful. Obferve the

fituation of the parties before and after this treaty of 1769

with Hyder Ali. The Company, the Nabob, and the King of

Tanjore, had been making a war on this Hyder Ali, with

different interefts, and (as the charge is) with different

exertions. A peace is to be made. In that peace, what is

to
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to become of the King of Tanjore ? Is he to be included or

not ? If he is not, he is ftill open to hoftility from Hyder

Ah, if Hyder Ali fhall fo choofe ; but if he is included

in a common treaty, this is the worft of all; for then

according to their reafoning and pra£lice, the old treaty of

1762, the fole bafis of all his fecurity, is annulled; the

guarantee is gone ; and the Nabob, with the Company's

forces in his train, falls upon him, unproteded by all

guarantees, treaties, or alliances.—Thus no fecurity what-

foever, joint or feparate, old or new, is valid in his favour

;

andfuch are the principles of juftice, of national honour, and

of fidelity to engagements of thofe who have the confidence

to talk of public faith.

Having thus difpofed of the firft ground of juftification

of the invafion of Tanjore, by the fa6lion of Mahomet Ali,

in 1 77 1 J I pafs to the fecond reafon afligned for their vio-

lence, namely,—The non-payment of the PiflicuHi *, or tri-

bute money, due to the Mogul for his ufe, and payable

through the hands of Mahomet Ali by the treaty of 1762.

On this, as on the former charge, the facl of the refufal

iliould be firft fettled ; becaufe it is the foundation of the

whole complaint : but, as ufual with the Nabob's friends,

no fuch proof is attempted. Some delay of payment there

* Confid. P. 64. " It deftroys what ought to be their deareft, as it is their

moft eflential confideration, their Public Faith,—Is private credit facred ?—cer-

tainly and neceffarily fo :—On the fame principle, but infinitely a larger fcale,

lught Public Faith te be preferved inviolate.

I certainly
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certainly was ; which, on comparing circumftances, as well as

they can be difcovered through the Nabob's fraudulent

relation of the matter, could not be above three months

at the utmoft beyond the ftated time.—The King of Tanjore

never denied the Mogul's tribute to be due. All he claimed

was fome remillion, or at leall a refpite of payment; and he

claimed it upon the following fafts and principles

:

Firfl, That he had fent aids in the war of Hyder Ali, to

the Nabob and the Company, at a very heavy charge, which

had exhaufted his treafures *.

Secondly, That his country had been eaten up by the

emigration of vaft multitudes of Mahomed Ali's fubje6ls

from Trichinopoly, and the adjacent parts for twenty country

leagues, who fled from the fuperiority of the Myforean army,

and were maintained in his country, and at his expence §.

Thirdly and laflly. The Rajah alledged, that he was en-

titled to fome allowance > as the country of Tanjore was,

without any quarrel of his own, wafted by Hyder Ali, whofe

evacuation of it, he was obliged to purchafe with a very

heavy ranfom -f.

Thefe were the grounds upon which the Rajah requefted

fome abatement of his payments. The requeft was plaufible

if the allegations were true; and they formed a very juft

claim for fome fort of indemnification.—If not true, it be-

hoved Mahomet Ali to fhew the falfliood of them ; it be-

hoved the Prefidency, as guarantees of the treaty of 1762,

• Company's Appendix, P, 564 and 567. § Ibid. P. 614. -J
Ibid. F, 615.

6 aiiti
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and if not as guarantees, yet as men of principle and com-

mon equity, to examine into the matter. All the anfwer

the Nabob condefcends to give, with regard to the firft de-

mand, is, ** That it is not the ufage of India, for fuperiors,

" when followed by their inferiors in war, to make ar\y

** allowance or abatement in tribute for fuch extra-fervice."

To the fecond head, of the maintenance of his I'efugees,

he makes no anfwer at all.

As to the laft, he thinks that as the Rajah has found fo

much to pay to an enemy, he ought to fay a great deal more

to afriend.

To confider the Nabob's firft plea, the ufage of India, to

make no abatement in tribute for extra-fervices. The dire6l

contrary being alledged by the King of Tanjore,-and this

being one of the points in iffue, the Nabob ought to have

proved his plea. An ufage which contradi6led a principle fo

very confonant to juftice and reafon, ought to be made

perfe6lly clear before a war is to be undertaken on the

ground of fuch a cuftom. But the Nabob never pretended

to prove it, and was never called upon to prove either that

or any thing elfe ; his delires were always regarded as rea-

fons, and his aifertions were always confidered as evidence.

But the matter is ftill worfe, for they receive the Nabob's

afTertions as proofs, even where they do not themfelves fo

much as pretend to give credit to them. It is with pain

I find myfelf obliged to recite the manner of proceeding, and

the opinions of that Prefidency, on the merits of their own

I 2 war.
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war, made in fupport of the Nabob's extraordinary claim, to

refufe payment for the fervices he receives. * This may be

" true (fay they) though it is afcertained by no better tejli-

'* mony than the Nabob's. We believe it to be the cujiom to

'> alloii) Batta even to the troops of thofe Rajahs and

*' Polygars loho are in abjohite fubjeBion." They have, ac-

cording to themfelves, nothing in favour of the claim but

the Nabob's affertion ; the contrary of which they believe to

be true, even where the parties are in abfolute fubjeftion,

which tliey more than infinuate not to be the fituation of the

King of Tanjore. -f

On the fecond head, of the King of Tanjore's countercharge,

I have jufl obferved, that as the Nabob had given no explana-

tion, n^e was called for ; fo that on all European rules of

evidence, the ground of the King of Tanjore's demand, on

account of the expence of maintaining fuch immenfe bodies of

the Nabob's fugitive fubjefts, is perfe6lly eftabliflied, and he

ought to have had full credit for it.

As to the third head, of the King of Tanjore's counter-

charges—His forced payment to Hyder Ali, and his lolTes

from that invafion—no attempt being made to deny or to en-

vade this any more than the fecond allegation, inftead of its

.being made a pretext for hoftility, it ought to have been

* Company's Appendix, P. 939.

J The King of Tanjore had, fome years before, received an allowance for

part of his charges at Madufa. The prince of Tondc had received the fame, by

the Nabob's coafcGion. The ufage was, undoubtedly, the very reverfe of his

ftatc of it.

admitted



admitted as a ground of repayment, or allowance in account,

'* He did" * fay the Prefidency (in a ftyle of crimination) " fur-

" nifh provifions and pay a fum of money to Hyder, when he

** entered the Camatic in the beginning of 1769. But in this

" he did no more than other Polygars, "who paid money tofave

" their particular diJlriSls from ravages ^ and which has not been

*' alledged againjl them as a crime"—The conclufion which

they draw from hence is ftriking :
—" However, we have fiot

*' been influenced in hisfavour by any of thefe confiderations ; and

•* have fufficiently explained in other places, our intention of

" calling him to account at a proper and fafe time." It is

their opinion. That becaufe the King of Tanjore has been

compelled to pay great fums to enemies, not of his own,

but of the Nabob's creating, he therefore ought, afortiori, to

to pay larger fums to the Nabob himfelf as a friend. His

extreme pride, infolence, and levity, towards a fufferer,

from the effefts of his unjuft wars and wanton ambition,

manifefted in this reafoning, render him undeferving of any

fort of anfwer, though very deferving of the moft extreme

punifhmentj—but our punifhments are referv.ed for fome

thing elfe than delinquency.

But let us fuppofe the .lajah entitled, on a fcrutiny, to no

indemnity ; yet, who has ever heard, before the date of this

cruel and perfidious tranfaftion thai war has been made on

any power, becaufe he had remained fome fhort fpacc, in

arrear of a payment, offering at the fame time to fet it off,

* Company's Appendix, P. 685.

by
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by countercharges to ten times the amount of the fum de-

fired to be abated, and when the truth of no one of thefe

countercharges had been fo much as difcufled ? A mere delay

on fuch grounds could not be a crime, unlefs all difcuffion,

and all attempts at an account, are crimes.

The King of Tanjore had hitherto, for a very great part of the

time, been tolerably pun6lual in his payment ; he had fome-

limes even paid in advance ; this he alledged, and his alle-

gation was never denied. A perfon who fometimes pays in

advance, is fairly entitled in his turn to a refpite j and rigour

with him is unpardonable. Mahomet Ali ought to have

/ confidered his own cafe. He was himfelf a debtor *. So
V

far from having paid his debts by advance to the Company,

he had, in the courfe of the tranfa6lion received a thoufand

remonflrances on his delays ; nay, he has gone fo far as to

declare, that in cafe of any troubles in his country he would

make no payments at all. No troubles, however, in a

country, no loffes, no fufferings, are pleadable againft him.

But Mahomet Ali is entitled to that equity which he has denied

to others. Would all his reiterated delays and fquabbles, and

the difcuffion of fo many accounts for fo many years, have

juflified the making war upon him, and depofmg him ? cer-

tainly not. Nobody ever contended for fubjedting him to

a rule fo rigorous, though of his own making.

But there were other confiderations, which, if not with

• " Above 30 lacks of principal money, which they (the Company) ha-

" zarded for his fafciy, and the defence of his government." Company's App.

P. 687.

him.
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him, ought to have had weight with the Englifh in his in-

tereft. The Company had been thenifelves in tlie fituation

with regard to the Rajah, in which the Rajah flood with

regard to the Nabob : they had agreed to })ay a piflicufh or

tribute to the King of Tanjore, for the town of Devicota.

It was, befides, in comparifon of the importance of the ob-

jefl, but fiTia!I. This piflicufh however, they had not only

not paid in advance, but were at one time five years in arrear.

What was their conduft to the Rajah, and his to them, on

that occafionofour delay of payment to him ? Without plead-

ing great expences and lofles in his wars, and indeed without

any plea, inllead of paying their arrear,. they requeft a dif-

charge from him of the whole obligation. Did the Rajah make

war upon them for this ? The Rajah very kindly and gracefully

gives them an immediate acquittal of the tribute for ever.

tt * j^5 you folicited very much to be excufed paying the

** piflicufli concerning Devicota, and as I efteem the Com-

** pany's friendfhip to be beft ; and in order that the amity

** and union between them and my government may, in a

*' perfecSt manner, be eflablifhed on a firm and lading foot-

" ing, I have, agreeable to your defire, confented that the

** faid pifhcufli be remitted." This was the language of the

King of Tanjore to the Company, then his debtor.

If the very ideas of equity, gratitude, and even common

decency, had not been driven from our whole conduct in India,

* Company's Append. P. 43. King of Tanjore's Letter to the Prefidency,

Nov. 4, 1764.

fome
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fome degree of fliame and compun6lion muft have aiifen at the

recolleflioii of this a6l of generofity, when, to gratify the

avarice and ambition of others, and perhaps our own, a

civilized nation made fuch hafle to pillage the goods of their

neighbour and benefa6lor, and to fpill the blood of their

innocent fellow-creatures ;—but there is more than enough

faid on fo very clear a point.

There remains only to examine the laft pretext for this in-

human quarrel -,—That the Rajah had made war on the

Princes or Polygars of Marawar and Nalcooty ; perfons de-

pendent (as he alledged) on the Nabob of Arcot.—The fa6l

of the Rajah's having made war on thofe princes, is true. But

have thofe who make it a charge, attempted to fliew that he

was unjuil and unreafonable in that war ?—not a fingle word

on the fubjeft.

It is a right inherent in every fovereign power, to feek re-

drefs by arms from thofe who, he conceives, have injured him.

The fovereignty of the King of Tanjore is admitted by the

Prefidency themfelves, even fo Jate as in their confulta-

tion of 1 6th November 1772. In the debate on the Na-

bob's titles^ they fay, * " That the Rajah of Tanjore, till his

" late humiliation [m 1771] certainly never confidered him-

*' felf as a dependent on the Nabob ; he held himfelf equal to

" him at Icajl. He paid, tis true, an acknowledgement

" yearly to the Empire, but confidered the Nabob as

" no more than the deputy, the officer of that empire,

* Company's AppciiJix, Vol. I. P. 479.

authorized
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•* authorized to receive that acknowledgment j while he, the

** Rajah, held his kingdom by inheritance, and exercifed every

*' aft of independent fovereignty in it. It might rather have

" been expected, that he would have affumed a charafter of

** fuperior dignity to that of the Nabob, whofe office is con-

l** ftitutionally revocable at pleafure."

The King of Tanjore had been, long before the date of

that recognition of his independence, ftated by the Prefi-

dency (that is in their Letter to the Nabob of 31ft May
1762) * as a fovereign Prince. The Nabob himfelf admits

it in his anfwer j repeating verbatim the very words of the

letter, and agreeing to acl in conformity to the advice

given in confequence of the principle of fovereignty then

ftated to him from Madrafs. It is thus exprefled in his own
letter : f " As the King of Tanjore is afovereign Prince, it is

" neither your intereft nor mine to enter into a war, and that

" you intend therefore to a6l as a mediator between us ; defir-

** ing me at the fame time to look upon Mr. Dupre as your

" reprefentative, and give him the neceffary inftruaions,- all

*' which I obferve very fully. Mr. Dupre having arrived here,

** informed me veryfully of your melTage. As you are my friend

•' in every refpeft, I regard your advice to be beft ; for which

" reafon I have wrote a letter to the King of Tanjore ex-i

*' adlly to the form inclofed."

Thus the fovereignty of the King of Tanjore is eftabliflied

beyond a doubt, by the confeffion of thofe who a6led againft

Company's Appendix, Vol. I, P. 59. -f Ibid. P. 61.
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him, and even by the confeffion of the Nabob himfelf j and

of confequence he had a right to do himfelf juftice.

But he was a party in the caufe, fay the gentlemen of Ma-

drafs, and ought not to adl as a judge in it. It is not neceffary

to prove to thefe gentlemen, that to be at once a judge and a

party, though incompatible with a flateof fubjeftion, is an in-

cident infeparable from fovei'eign power.—It is natural to afk,

what treaty or what law derogated from his fovereignty, and

hindered the King of Tanjore from righting himfelf on his

neighbours ? So far from being reftrained by the treaty of

1762, it was then provided, that he fhould be at full liberty

to a6l againft certain Polygars, not indeed there named,

but who could be no other than thofe in queftion ; as with

them alone he had any difcuflion. The Nabob himfelf (the

{landing evidence againft his own pretenfions) fome years

before, and that too with great earneftnefs^ aftually ap-

plied to the Prelidency, and intreated (for many good

reafons which he afligns) that thofe Polygars might have

no manner of proteftion. * " This day, being Thurfday

** the 20th March, Manozey [the King of Tanjore's mi-

** nifter) and Tondemariy have fent their Vakeels, and with

*' -3^ great deal oi difpleafure have acquainted me in the man-
** ner following, viz.

" We have httn your Alliesfrom a long time, and exerted

*« ourfelves to the utmoft in the time of the troubles ; we
** ufed our endeavours, and fupplied the fort with provifions

" with very great pain and trouble , in return for which you

Company's Appendix, Vol. I, P. 39 and 40.

5 " have
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** have protected the Marawar (againft our intereft) and

** hindered us from retaking the diJhiSl, which he had pojfejfed.,

** to the prejudice of our honour. If fo, we fliall be under th6

*' neceflity of joining the Myforean, to do what we can, and

** to quit our alliance with you. Should the Circar troops, or

** thofe of the EngUfli, aflift the Marawar, we fliall be obliged

*' tofiglit them."

After reciting this fpirited melfage, which had very little

the flyle of fubordination, much lefs fubje6lion, the Nabob

proceeds :
" I muft obferve to you, that the King of Tanjore

*' and Tondeman are neighbours * to the fort of Trichino-

*' poly, who both ajjijled with frovifmis in the time of the war

" and troubles, which fupported the people in the fort. If

** we a6t the part of an enemy againil them, it will be

*• attended with a difficulty to defend the fort, as we floall

** 7iot be able then to get even a grain of provifion, which will

** render me unable to refde here with jny family. I have before

*' and now, wrote to Colonel Heron on this head to the

*' following purport

:

** The Marawar a<5ted as an enemy for thefe five or fix years

*' paft—we never reaped any advantage from him—we fliould

" not lofe the King of Tanjore and Tondeman by giving

** our protedlion to the Marawar; the fupport of the fort of

** Trichijiopoly depends upon their friendjlitp.

*' I am fenfible that your order will be obeyed, and there.^r

*' fore made bold to trouble you with this, hoping that yovx

** will write to the Colonel as foon as poffible, to quit hit

* Not dependents on it, as he afterwards thought proper to aflert.

K 2 protevlion
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" proteBion to the Morawar, and to fettle Tinnevelly. If t"-

*' Morawar joins the French and the Myforeans, it is no

*' mattei", for we can receive the Circar's money of him at

*• another time, or the King of Tanjore will anfwer for it,

" The reafon of my taking fo great care to avoid the animofity

" of the King and Tondemati, is, that formerly the country of

** Trichinopoly remained in our poffeflion ; then we had no

' occafion to expe£l provifions from other diflrifts, but now,

«» as the Myforean is in poffeflion of the faid country, we

*«^ muft depend upon thefe, viz. The King of Tanjore and

** Tondeman's friendJJnp for provifions. I acquainted you

" with what I thought was proper advice. My hope and

•* dependence is on your honour j you will do whatever may

" be beneficial to me."*

By this letter (and it is not the only letter to the fame effe6l)

we fee the Nabob not only confenting, but moft defirous and

earnefl:, that no protection fliould be given to the Marawar

Princes. He recites the complaints of the King of Tanjore

and Tondeman, which are in an high ftyle of difpkafiire.

I>fot a word, not a hint, either on their part, or on the

Nabob's, of any fort of dependency or fubje<Slion. Thefr

connexion is treated by them, and not controverted by him,

as an alliance only, which they threaten to withdraw from

him, in cafe of liis continuing to affift their enemies.

This afliftance, it muft be remarked, he does not deny to have

* In the correfpondence, Comp. App. No. V. much more appears, which

fliews how much the Nabob encouraged the King of Tanjore in his pretenfions

on the Marawar.

giveny
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given, notwlthrtanding the obligations conferred on him by

the King and by the Polygar of Tondeman, which he heie

acknowledges, and which he is fo much in dread of not re*-

ceiving in future, on account of his treacherous behaviour.

Afterwards, when the Nabob, in tkat feries. of wars made

for him by the Company, undertook an expedition againft

Madura, (which by the way he afterwaj'ds declared to be

undertaken * " without the leaft reafon,")
-f-

" At that time

** the Nabob requejied Monagee, General to the King of

** Tanjore, to affift him in his expedition,, and defired the

*' General to defer Iiis defign until that affair was over, and

** then to clear his country." To this end he alfo prevailed

on Mr. Lawrence to intercede in his favour.

Here the Nabob not only knows of the war of the King of

Tanjore againft the Polygars, but confents to it ; he acknow-

ledges its juftice by calling the territories in difpute his [the

K-ing of Tanjore's] country, and the operations for obtain-

ing them clearing it : and he only begs that expedition to be

poftponed on account of the affiftance he himfelf defired, and

which he. is fo far from thinking himfelf entitled to com-

mand by his authority, that he calls in the aid of Mr. Law-

rence's intereft to obtain it.

Although the Nabob thought fit to defift, or to appear to

defift for a time from his treacherous management with the

Polygars, we find him purfuing the fame clandeftine courfe

to incite thefe Polygars to hoftilities, at the very time that

he w^as preparing to make war on the King of Tanjore for

• Company's Append. P. 1507. f Ibid. 681.
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having a quarrel with them. * " He propofed that we fliould

** difband fome of our Seapoys, to the end they might be

" fecretly enUfted by the Marawars, and that he would injli-

*' gate the great Marawar, Tondeman, and Travencore, and

*' other Polygars, touniteagainft Tanjore, and thathefhould

«' order his people from the Madura and Tinnevelly countries

*' to afTift."—This is the conftant infidious courfe of the

Nabob with regard to all his neighbours, fomenting difputes

amongft them, to end in the common deftru61:ion of them all.

It is needlefs to contraft this courfe with the condu6l of the

Rajah. It is perfectly known in what a moderate and equitable

manner the King of Tanjore terminated thefe wars in which he

was viftorious ; by receiving very moderate compenfations,

and by mutual marriages, according to the ufages of a mild

and civilized people, the objedt of whofe wars is fatisfadlion

and not extirmination.—Very different was the fpirit of the

wars afterwards carried on, by the Nabob, againft both the

imhappy litigant parties in this difpute ; for the Nabob has

actually extirminated thofe Polygars, and is now over-

whelmed with grief, and calls on our compafllon for meet-

ing obflru(5lions in the like pious defign of deftroying the

King of Tanjore.

If it fhould be ftill concluded, that thefe Polygars, being

dependents on the Nabob, could not be attacked without

his leave ; — to this there are very plain and conclufive

anfwers. I have juft fliewn that if his leave were necef-

fary, the King of Tanjore had his leave : but to go deeper,

* Company's Appendix, P. 652.
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I muft obferve, firft, that the Nabob mufl: prove that the Po-

lygars of Marawar were, or ought to be his dependentSi

On this point, the Prefidency did think fit to inflitute fome

enquiry; and the refult of it was, that \S\^xq -^2,% no proof

of fuch dependeticy, any farther than the tranfient preva^

lence of fo.ce, by which the powers in India have alter-

nately robbed each other, according to the meafure of their

force, without any plea of right or pretence of claim. The

independent authority of the feveral Polygars in their feve-

ral diftrifts, was ancient and hereditary^ and not derived from,

the Nabob or any. one. elfe *. He. claimed their dependency

in virtue of his poflellion of Trichinopoly, which he ufurped.

from an ufurper, and (if it was our bufinefs to enquire into

titles) holds at this hour from the rightful owner. Tlie

King of Tanjore alfo claimed, fomething like their depend-

ence, upon probably not a much better foundation. The Prefi-

dency themfelves flate the matter right, when they fay,

** "That conjiiiutionally they are independent of both
-f-." Very

ready they were indeed, when weak and opprefTed, to ac-

knowledge any fuperior, and as willing to renounce all de-

pendence when they were at eafe and liberty, none indeed

having any natural or Juft fuperiority over them. But the

Nabob's paternal care and attention to thefe Polygars will,

be confidered hereafter. It will then appear how much,

this injury to his dependents was the true caufe of the war on

the King of Tanjore, when I come to the proceedings of 1772 -,

* Company's App. P. 680, 68.1.- t Ibid. 682,
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which proceedings I flatter myfclf, will appear to ftand upon

no better arguments, than thofe which have been fully and

fatisfaftorily refuted with regard to the war of 1771.

The fuccefs of the war of 177 1, as the Rajah was much

weaker than the confederacy, and was taken unprovided of

any alliance, was very different from what its merits de-

fended. Tanjore, after the blood of its inhabitants had

been freely drawn (upon the pretexts we have been jufl:

examining) and the country plundered, was obliged to fub-

mit to a ranfom not much fliort of £. 700,000 fterling,

and to fuch other terms as the Nabob thought proper to

exa(5l.

SECTION V.

Breach of the firjl treaty of 1771

—

Pretences for that breach

examined— Duplicity of the Nabob and his Party—Account of

the matter as given by the Nabob's Sons and Minijler.

TH E treaty, as we have feen, was formally concluded

:

b«t fuch was the condition of this unhappy country,

that the duration of the treaty had no longer period, than

until orders could arrive from the Nabob and the gentlemen

at Madrafs, for annulling it. The author of the Confidera-

tions is not afliamed publicly to fet forth fafts, which fhew,

that the Englifh did then inftigate the Nabob to a moft flagrant

breach
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breach of the treaty, and almoft inftantly after its exe-

cution wrote to their general " to that effedl." Nothing can

better explain the chai-a£ler of the proceedings of the Pre-

fidency than their own words, and I infert them as they

are given in tlieir own pamphlet : * *' As the beft means

** therefore under thefe circumftances to parry the mi/chiefs

*' of an accommodatha, they reprefented to the Nabob the

** neceffity of purfuing the line of condu6t fet forth in the

*• fubfequent extrafls."

" Our apprehenfions arifmg from a peace fo fuddenly

" concluded, and upon terms which appear to us fo infecure,

" rendered it neceffary that we fhould take every poflible

* precaution, as if we were aSiually ofi the eve of a war; a

*• letter was accordingly wrote to General Smith to that

** efFe6l. By one of the articles of the treatyy thefort of Vel~

" lian ivns either to he reftored to the Rajah, or to be deftroyed.

*' As this was a fort of the utmoft importance, being in a

*' manner a key to Tanjore, the Nabob, by our defire, fent

" pofitive orders to his Son, on no account to deliver it up

" without his exprefs direBion. It was indeed the only tie we

" had on the Rajah for his performance of his engage-

" ments. As it would require a confiderable time to demo-

.
" Hfh it, if it were refolved to do fo, by reafon of its great

" extent, we dire(5led General Smith to leave in it a fuf-

" ficient garrifon of the Company's troops, with a proper

"quantity of ftores for its defence, and on no account ^o

* Confiderations, Pages 23, 24, and 25.

L *' deliver
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'* deliver it up 'without our exprefs orders. In the mean time

'* we advifed the Nabob to inftru6l his Son to require punc-

" tual performance of every article of the agreement. The Ra-

" jah had engaged to pay certain fums of money, and deUver

" up certain jewels and other effe6ls taken from the Ma-
" rawar, which it is probable he meant not to accomplijh. It

*' therofore feemed very Juftifiable, in cafe offailure, to recom-

" mence hojlilities j and hoftilities recommenced on fuch grounds

** would difannul the whole agreement, and leave the parties at

" liberty to infift on frep conditions on either fide. The

" Nabob's Son was therefore infi:ru6led, in cafe this fhould

" happen, to demand, as a fw qua non, the ceffion of the

" fort of Vellum. As we con}c6lured, fo it proved—The Ra-

" jah equivocated ; our guns had not been drawn out of the bat-

*' teries ; difpofitions were made for recommencing hoililitiesj

*' a frefh negociation enfued ; the fort of Vellum, with the

*' diftrifts of Coiladdy and Elangad were demanded, and

" formally ceded by the Rajah." This is the account given

by the parties themfelves of this unparalleled breach of faith,

and their motives to it.

The efFe(El to the King of Tanjore, of the conclufion

of a peace with the Nabob, was, that in that veiy inftant he-

found himfelf * on the eve of a war with the Company." It

had been agreed to reftore the fort of Vellum, or to demolifli-

k J but orders were fent, " on no account to deliver it up j"

and inftead of demolilhing it, *' it is ordered to be fufficiently

" garrifoned ;" and pretences are to be fought for difannulling

the.
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the whole agreement, and enforchig frefh conditions. But

the moft extraordinary ftrain of their reafoning is this—They

find the terms of the treaty inconvenient to the Nabob, and

too advantageous to the King of Tanjore, and therefore they

prefume it " probable that he did not mean to accompHfli

" them ;" and as moft fortunately, every thing agreeable to

their wiflies turns out according to their conje6lures,—" the

" Rajah equivocated" the treaty is gone, they open their

batteries—Vellum is furrendercd to them^ and to make it

of fufficient vi^eight, two valuable diftridts are added.

The gentlemen have not been at the pains of telling us what

the equivocation was, that proved fo advantageous to them,

and that fell in fo aptly with their occafions and predi6lions.

If the reader is not already naufeated with the grofTnefs of

thefe frauds, and the barbarity of thefe violences, he will

think it worth his while to confider, whether they, who hoped

for the annulling of a treaty in order to extrafl new and

larger terms, were not far more likely to equivocate, than he

whofe intereft it was to keep them confined to the original

agreement ? The reader will judge, whether thofe, who

from the cannon's mouth had di6tated a treaty in the breach

of the walls of his capital, and had kept the batteries, which

had reduced him to capitulate, ftill pointed, were not more

likely to equivocate for their ov/n advantage, than the un-

happy befieged Prince, who could get nothing but additional

oppreffions by litigating or chicaning with a force, which on

the inftant he had found irrefiftible.

L 2 It
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It is not from any neceflity of proving the futility of the

pretences ufed for this breach of faith, that I proceed further

in the detail of this affair. They are not even planfible. But

I dwell a little -upon it, in order that from this particular

affair, the reader may be farniflied with an idea of the fpirit

of all their proceedings.- The Prefidency (in their Letter

juft quoted) tell us, that the King of Tanjore was obliged by

the treaty to pay certain fums of mon^y, and to deliver iip

to the Nabob certain jewels taken from tlie Marawar, which,

" it was probable, he did not mean to accompliJJj ;" and that,

on the demand of them, ** the Rajah equivocated." Unfor-

tunately for them, in their ftory of the equiv^ocatioji, the

Nabob's own Minifter, then in the camp, Nazib Khan, tells

quite another tale. He informs his mafter, that thofe jewels

(which were not worth above 3,000 pounds) were afVually

delivered to the -Nabob's eldeft Son, but that He, having ithen

had his orders to break the treaty, immediately returned

them. As to the money which " it was probable the King

of Tanjore did not mean to pay ;" unluckily alfo for this

probabilityi the fame Minifter infoi-ms the Nabob, that on the

day of the delivery of the jewels, the King of Tanjore had

offered bills, in forty-five days, for the fum of nine lacks,

out of fourteen agreed to be paid ; and it was fettled that

the remaining fum fliould be paid on the Monday fol-

lowing j and in confequence the King of Tanjore, claimed

that the batteries before the place fhould be demolifhed.

The fairnefs of this proceeding on the one hand, and the

ftria
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ftri6l orders from the Nabob and the Prefidency not to

fulfil the terms, threw the eldefl: Son of the Nabob, Umdut

Ul Omrah, into the greateft perplexity and diftrefs. This

virtuous Prince (whom the Durbar politics never fail to treat

with difrefpe6l) was not inftantly able, even under this

overbearing authority, to bring his mind to the uncoloured

i)reach of a treaty perfectly concluded and fettled, but a vi^eek

after the ratification. Nazib Khan exprefles the thing in a

very natural manner :
" He (the young Nabob) was greatly

** perplexed at tlie perufal of its particular contents, and of

*' courfe he confideredfrom morning till ten o'clock at night in order

" to break the peace. He likewife confulted with the General

" about it *."

It is no wonder that a mind not broken in by frequent

a6ls of perfidy, lliould fpend a long time in fuch a deli-

beration. It is probable he might have deliberated to this

day, before he could find a plaufible pretext, if his younger

brother, the Emir Madur Ul Mulk, a perfon of great vigour of

mind and ample refources, and one who fupplied by natural

talents his want of experience in thefe matters, had not

come to his afllftance. This young manly politician de-

cided the affair by arguments altogether worthy of the

occafion. No narrative of the tranfaclion can be fo fatis-

faftory as his own; it is in his letter to his Father, the

Nabob :
"

-f As the faid Behander" (meaning his eldeft

brother) ** had lately fixed his feal to the agreement paper,

* Company's Append. P. 914. f P. 907.
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*^ he was hefitat'mg a little upon it ; I then told him. He

** mujl not look upon his agreement, but that he fhould be al-

'• ways mindful to obferve your Excellency's plcafure •" and

he adds, " that if that article be not inferted in the treaty,

*• /V was no matterj but now {on\Q frefi demands muft be

*' fpecified and obtained." This, it mufl be confeffed, was a

free and eafy way of proceeding. When it was objected to

this worthy offspring of the Nabob, that before the peace

every means had been ufed to perfuade the King of Tanjore

to give up the fortrefles and territories, which they now

refolved to force from him after the peace ; the young great

man, inftead of looking about for pitiful excufes like his

advocate, ** defired him to remember the proverb. That if a

" man injijis upon another man s life, he will fuffer the pains of

" agony rather than part with it j" and thus he concludes the

Rajah would fuffer the pains of agony in quitting his ter-

ritory, fecured to him by the Lift peace, when his life was

infifled on as the alternative. Accordingly he fent in frefli

propofals, and threatened to renew the fire in cafe of non-

compliance ; which being told to the King of Tanjore, by

'various ways and means (I ufe his own expreflion) this

unfortunate Prince was obliged to foregoe the treaty he

had juft made. It was in vain that the Tanjore Am-
balTador urged the faith of the treaty.—" * It is to be

" remarked (fays he) that the Tanjore Vakeel argued with

" me very much at the time of our carrying our demands,

* Company'* Appendix, P. 907.
** faying
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*' faying, that as t&e treaty was already given under our feal, it

** was not proper to advance y?-{/Z> demands." This argu-

ment did indeed feem fomewhat reafonable ^ but the young

Prince preferving exadtly the fame ftyle of magnanimity to

the difputing Vakeel, which he had before ufed to his

hefitating elder brother, gave the two following anfwers in

lieu of all reafon * j and he thus defcribes it in his narrative

to his Father : " That an order arrived from your Excel-

** lency's Court, that they p^oidd by all means preferve your

" pleafure, if not, the war will be renewed^." Here was na

equivocation ; no fpeculation of future breach of faith on the

fide of the Rajah ^ no talk of refufal of jewels, paymentSj,

&c.—Do tliis or die !—was the only argument, colour, or.

pretext.^

The young ftatefman very natui^ally valued himfelf not ^

little on his fuccefs in this refolute meafure; and to recommend

his endeavours, puts his Father in mind again- of the difficul-

ties from the treaty.—•* Tour Excellency (fays he) is very.

"
falfible of the agreement made before." It is no wonder

that his Father was fo well pleafed with him. He had torn

away, in fpite of the treaty, the fortreffes of Vellum, Coi-

laddy, and Elangad, the keys not only of the force, but the

fuftenance of the King of Tanjore. That he fhould be boun-

tifully rewarded, was natural. But the hardfliip was, that

the poor King of Tanjore fliould be obliged to reward him

for this extraordinary favour. After all other payments, he

* Company's Appendix, Page 907.
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made him a prefent of 12,500 pounds fterling, which I

fnppofe, as ufual, was obtained by njarioits ways and means.

In this manner was broke, after a week's exiftence, the

firft treaty of 177 1. A fecond treaty was entered into, in

which, as we have feen, tloe Nabob's pleafure ivas preferred.

They had got every thing they thought proper to afk

;

they had got the place which they contended for, as fecurity,

and a great deal more. The Nabob's treaty-breaking and

treaty-making Son, declares it to be a *' * • thoufand times

' ** better than what was heretofore made." Still however,

they were, it feems, as infecure as ever. The rcfources in-

deed of their infecurity, were inexhauftible. Here they had

found it probable, that the King did not jnean to keep the

treaty which tliey thought proper to break in the manner we

have feen. When they had found it convenient that the

treaty of 1769 fliould be broken, they faid, " That fliould

** the King of Tanjore perfift in demanding an abatement

" in the Pillicufli due, on account of his late charges, it

*' would fiirtiifh us with a jujl pretext to accuje him of a

" breach of his engagements, and to take our meafures ac-

" cordingly."

The expreflion of ** juji pretexts" is remarkable ; thefe

are words that have, I believe, never met together before.

Juftice had in facT: as little connexion with their a61ions,

as the Englifli language will fuffer to exift between the words

juJl and pretexts. Thofe wlio fhew themfelves fo defirous of

• Company's Appendix, P. 907.
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pretexts for war, and fo hopeful of obtaining them, are fel-

dom difappointed in their views ; accordingly, as they found

pretexts twice in 1771, it was not likely that they (hould

be deflitute of them not quite two years after, in 1773.

What thefe jujl pretexts were, we ftiall fee ; it is the authors

•• grand and important period," and as fuch we fhall treat it.

This author tell us, That at this period the gentlemen of

the Prefidency *, '* were thrown by the Nabob's treaty with

** the King of Tanjore, into a fitnation of extreme delicacy -, in-

*' volving at once the confiderations of policy and the faith

'* of treaty acceded to by their ally.'''

The confiderations of policy are not our prefent bufmefs.

The embarraffinent of the gentlemen arofe evidently from the

faith of the treaty, which it muft be admitted is frequently

very embarrafling to people's policy. Mahomet Ali had but

two years before concluded a folemn treaty with the King of

Tanjore ; he had concluded it on Juft the terms he thought

proper himfelf to diftate. This author pleafes to fay, that

the Nabob acceded to it. If this were true, his acceflion to it

bound him to obferve it. The diftinclion, if it were founded,

would do nothing in his favour ; for he who accedes becomes

a party from that moment, and all parties are bound.—But

the fa6l is, he originally, as a principal, made the treaty, and

could not accede to it, as there were no other parties to the

treaty than himfelf and the Rajah of Tanjore. But he

wifhed to get himfelf loofe ; and the queftion was, the manner

* Confiderations, Page 26,

M of
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of doing it. The treaty was clear ; it was recent ; it was

correfted^ amended, and enlarged, at his own defire, and ,

at the injlance of the Prefidency—He had acquired immenfe

fums and important territories by it. Thus circumftanced,

the violation of the treaty was really diftrelling to his deli-

cacy J but the grounds of' proceeding had been laid, which

muit prevent any difficulties that treaties could put in the way,

from becoming abfolutely unfurmountable.

The reader muft remember the evafions which the Prefi-

dency happily invented to get rid of the treaty of 1769. They

had made the treaty, and were bound by it ; but they had the

difcretion to keep the Nabob in referve, who (as they faid)

never ratified it, and he therefore was not in the fame

fhackles. In confequence of this freedom of the Nabob,

in 1 77 1 he made war upon the Rajah; and the Company,

(who did as confederates what for all the world they would

not have done as principals) appeared as his allies ; and their

krrefiftible armies fwept all before them. In 1773 the time

was come, when the good office relative to the treaty of 1769,

was to be requited to the Nabob by one of the fame kind -, for

now the Nabob in his turn, had moft unluckily got into the

trammels of a treaty. The Prefidency, at the time of this

treaty, notwithftanding it was made according to their exprefs

direftions, had cautioufly, " confidering themfelves in the cha-

*' ra6Ver of Guardians of the peace of the Carnatic, as laell as

*' of the Nabob's rights," judged it rcquifite to keep aloof; and

as the author expreffes it, " * declined di ratification of the

* Confiderations, Page 26.

*• treaty
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*< treaty j and to awe the Rajah into the performance of his

** ftipulations, they held themfelves in readinefs to recojnmence

** hojlilities, till they fliould receive folid and convincing proofs

** ofthejincerity of his intejitions"

At this crifis, the pofition which they took was moft ex-

traordinary J they were neither parties to the treaty, nor

ratifiers of it, nor guarantees ; but they were ftationed to

ewe the Rajah (a fort of fcare-crow) and to be ready to re~

commence hojlilities in cafe he fliould not be fincere in thofc

engagements, in which they would have no fliare. It is

plain that there was fomething in the written obligation

of a treaty, likely to be very inconfiftent with the part

they were refolved to aft ; for on any other principle it is

hard to tell, why, if the convention was no convention of

theirs, they were fo engaged to keep themfelves armed to

enforce it : or if, on the contrary, the objeft of the treaty

was preffing on them in point either of policy or juftice,

it is impoflible to explain how they came not formally to

ratify and guaranty it, as they had done the treaty of 1762,

which firft fettled them in the character of guarantee. This

chara6ler of guarantee would have given them a far more

clear and equitable and folid right of interference, than the new

character of an armed byfiander prepared to recommence hojlilities^

which they thought fit to create for their own ufe. But

the reafon for this condu6l is plain. By having a better and

more refpeftable title, they would at the fame time have

Hood in a more limited capacity, and in a capacity too that,

M 2 we
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we fee by their letter to the Dire6lors, of 28th Feb.. 1772,

was the moft abhorrent from the Nabob's views and

wiflaes.—* " By that expedition, 'viz. that of 1771, he hoped

•' and obtained what he earneftly wiftied for, viz. the re^

" 7)10^01 of that rejiraint 'which he thought htmfelf under by the

*' Company's guarantee of ijbz." One would think that a

powerful and friendly guarantee to a treaty of one's own dictat-

ing, would be a moll defirable thing : yet the Nabob, who could

do nothing without their forces, trembled at their guarantee -,

becaufe that inftrument muft go to Europe, and would fland an

evidence of our agreement, that muit bind him and us to fome^

thing or other j whereas the gentlemen at Madrafs in their

new capacity, and in thofe ample and indefinite terms of

** guardians of peace," and " guardians of rights/' were

under no reftraint whatever ; and there was nothing they or

the Nabob wiflied to do, for which they could not find

abundance of their juft pretexts.

Here then, inftead of Iheaking (as in the tranfaflion of

1769) the humble retainers and followers of the Nabob,

they appear in the lofty character of guardians of the peace

of the Carnatic, as well as the Nabob's rights. As his guar-

dians, they took care that the agreement concluded by their

pupil himfelf, to the prejudice of his own rights, could not

bind him (on account I fuppofe of his minority.) * ' They
*• therefore" (and it is the great advantage of playing the game

of faft and loofe) " under this dilemma, agreed to an armiftice;

tomjany's Appendix, P. ii)6. f Ccnfide;aiions, P. 26.

" for
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" for it cannot be deemed an abfolute termination of the war."

Certainly not -, for upon their principle nothing could end

that, or any war that Mahomed Ali fhould choofe to carry

on.

It is not denied however, that it purported in terms to be

an abfolute peace. Two treaties, the laft of them made

under their own direfliions, in a fmgle year, were not fufficient

to put an end to the war. They employ for this pur-

pofe a diftinftion of notable fervice to them, though not

hitherto much employed in the corps diplomatique. They do

not ratify, they only agree to the treaty ; and in their fyf-

tem, a man is not to be bound to that which he agrees to.

This invention, as a very ingenious refinement, will have its

due praife ; and if it be generally adopted, will free politicians

from very great embarraffment . They did however (they admit)

in fome way or other, agree to that treaty ; they received

fome benefit too by the agreement j for they did, or ought

to have obtained for the Company, out of the fpoils of the

Rajah, a prefent from the Nabob of ten lacks of pago-

das, or ^. 400,000 fterling. The taking this money, though

it was it feems no ratification, yet it is fomething very like

receiving the equivalent for one : yet neither the Nabob's

treaty, nor their agreement, nor this beneficial effe6t of both,

was able to form an obligation that Ihould be binding on

them.

M3 SECTION
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SECTION VI.

Commencement of the war of 1773—Pretexts for that war exa^

mined—Negociations with the Marattas explained—The Na-

bob's conqueji of the Marawar and Nalcooty countries confidered

'—The Jpirit of his government—ObfervatioJis on the policy of

conqueji in hisfavoury and on thefettlement of India,

TH E Gentlemen at Madrafs having in the manner we

have feen, flipped into the hands of the unfortunate

King of Tanjore, an agreement inftead of a ratification, and

metamorphofed a treaty of peace into an armifiice ; and having

held themfelves ever fince the conclufion of the treaty in

readinefs to recommence hofiilities, as guardians of peace ; and, as

guardians of the Nabob's rights, tolerably difpofed to hear

his complaints, this their dutiful ward is not long before he

brings before his guardians the following complaint. I ftate

it from the author. *

** By advice confirmed by Mr. Moflyn, the Company's

" refident at Poonah, the Rajah had endeavoured to bring

" the Marattas into the Carnatic."

" He not only refufed to affifl him with troops againft the

" Marawar and Nalcooty Zemindars, but he admitted them

" (when defeated by the Nabob) into his own territories, and

" afTifled thcfe rebellious fubje6ts with men, money, powder,

" and fliot."

* Confiderations, P. 26 and 27.

2 " He
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^^** He had taken the runaway Polygars of Worriorpollam
«« and Arielore under his proteftion, giving them the diftrifts

" of Cumcunum for a refidence."

«' He has, under the plea of borrowing money, mortgaged

«* fomediftri£ls of the Tanjore country to the Dutch, French,

«' and the Danes."

"'" He has refufed the money agreed for by treaty, ten lacks

*' flill remaining due."

^''*' The fele6l Committee took into ferioiis conjideration this

" important reprefentation of the Nabob ; and upon ma-

'* turely •weighing all the fads and motives with the eflen-

" tial interefts of the Company, and the rights of their

" ally, they determine not only the juftice and policy, but

" the neceffity of reaffuming vigorous meafures againft

«» the incorrigible Rajah ; it being evident that in the prefent

"
JyP^^ ^^ ^^ dangerous to havefuch a power in the heart of a

" province."

" As to any rights of prote6tion under treaties even from

** 1762 to the prefent hour, it was obvious, that he who had

" violated all, had no claim to the benefits of any, efpecially

" his grofs and almoft inftantaneous violation of the lafl:, in-

" advertently indulged to him by the Nabob, had abfolutely

*' forfeited every fhadow of pretenfion ; adding thereby new

'• demerit to his former delinquency, which has proved itfelf

" amply fufficient to juftify war."

The Prefidency were in the right verv Jerioujly to confider

and very maturely to weigh before they refolved that the late

treaty
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treaty was broken by the King of Tanjore—That he had

broken all the treaties from 1762—That all his rights to

prote6lion were forfeited—That he was to be confidered as

incorrigible, and—That in the prefent fyftem it was dan-

gerous to fuffer him to exift as any power at all.

The propriety of ferioufly confidering and maturely weigh-

ing, is perfe6tly agreeable to their own opinion. Let us fee how

much time they allowed themfelves, and what abundant

materials they provided for their confideration and mature

kliberation.

The Nabob's letter is dated on the i8th June 1773. Their

refolution is drawn and concluded on the 2 2d of the fame

month ; that is, on the 4th day after the original complaint.

In that time the whole was received, examined, and con-

cluded. Never was a deliberation comprehending fo many

objefls of fa6l to be inquired into, and arguments to be

difcuffed, difpatched in fo very fhort a time ; but by this

circumftance we fee the benefit of the Nabob's refidence at

Madrafs (which is vaunted as one of the proofs of his good

affections) by the very pleafant difpatch it gives to his affairs.

Four days was the fpace of time taken for this ferious

confideration. What were the materials for it ? truly neither

more nor lefs than the Nabob's own charge. One would

think that in a bufmefs of this fort, fome communication

ought to have been madej fome anfwer ought to have been

demanded ; fome explanation, if not afked, ought to have

been admitted. On the King of Tanjore's part it was the

rather
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rather neceflary, becaufe Tanjore had been the grand leading

point of Mahomet Ali's ambition, and the firlt obje6l of his

poHtical manoeuvres, through his whole life ; and therefore

this great perfon was a witnefs (a little fufpicious) in his

own caufe. No enquiry of this kind, or of any kind, was

however made, or even pretended ; no colour was laid on

the proceeding ; no plaufible pretence was fo much as af-

fe6led ; the Nabob's fmiple reprefentation was the text, and

immediate war was the comment.

What thefe gentlemen refufed to do, I will do for them,

and for the reader's fatisfaftion ; and in a very fliort way exa-

mine thofe famous grounds for war, one by one.

The firft was Mr. Moftyn's letter from Poonah. Before

any difcufllon of the fa6l, it is impoffible to avoid remark-

ing on this correfpondence, that it appears rather fmgular,

that the Company's fervant, Mr. Moftyn, fliould not

have communicated this important fecret to the Prefidency,

his maftersj and that the firft explicit and direft account the

Prefidency had of it, fliould be through the Nabob, who is

not faid to have fo much as produced any letter from this his

correfpondent.

Befides, the letters not being produced, and therefore

wholly failing as evidence, this fort of correfpondence ought to

have a little alarmed the Prefidency, inftead of proving fo

fatisfaftory to them ; for it fhewed that their fervant had his

principal correfpondence with the Nabob, upon matter of

N infinite
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infinite importance, and that his information to them was

at beft but fecondary and fuperficial.

As to the negotiation at Poonah :—If the writer of this

piece had thought proper to refort to his authority, the

gentlemen of the Prefidency, they would have given him a

full explanation of the matter, in the extra6l of their con-

fultation of the 22d June 1773. He is inexcufable for

omitting this, as he quotes fometimes from thofe very con-

fultations, leaving out however, both what goes before and

what follows after the parts he ufes. Thefe omifTions are not

unimportant, as they immediately explain and elucidate the

tranfa6lion he grounds his charge upon. They would fhew

how much evidence there was for the faift itfelf ; which is

only, that the intelligence communicated by the Nabob is,

in fome meafure confirmed by Mr. Moflyn ; and that is all.

But on a fuppofition of the exiflence of fuch endeavours on

the part of the King of Tanjore, the Prefidency 's ov»^n juf-

tification of him is as full as can pofTibly be wiflied ; nor is

it necefTary for me to prove any thing more than they them-

felves confefs : * " That the Nabob has conftantly had

*' in view the defign of conquering Tanjore, will not admit

*' of a doubt; and, as the honourable Court were ad-

" vifed by the Lord North, we are firmly perfuaded, that

" his chief motive for concluding peace with the Rajah

" at a time when our troops were upon the point of

* Company's App. Vol. I. P. 230 and 231.
*' getting
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«< getting poflcflion of the place, arofe from his jealoufy,

" leaft the Company purpofed at a convenient opportunity

' to take the country from him. By that expedition

** however, he obtained what he earneftly wiilied for, viz.

" the removal of that reflraint which he thought himfelf

*' under by the Company's guarantee of 1762. We
** then expreffed our firm opinion, that the peace con-

«' eluded without the intervention of the Company,

" would not be confidered by the Rajah as any fecurity to

" him ; and that he would avail himfelf of the firft oppor-

" tunity of freeing himfelf from his apprehenfions of the

** Nabob. The intelligence communicated to us by the Na-

*• bob,' of the Rajah's application to the Marattas and

** Hyder Ali for affiftance, is in fome meafure confirmed by

" the advices tranfmitted to us by Mr. Moftyn, from Poonah.

" Neither is the condu6t of the Rajah in this inflance to be

*' wondered at j the apprehenfions he before had, have been

" increafed by the publication of the Nabob's intention of

" reducing him, which has gained credit all over the coun-

•' try. He knows, that in our prefent fituation we cannot

* interfere in the difputes between him and the Nabob ; that

** the Nabob did not even allow his Vakeel to vijit the late

** Prejident. Under thefe circumflances, it is not furprifing

• that the Rajah fliould endeavour to ftrengthen himfelf by

** every means in his power, to enable him to withftand any

*• attempts of the Nabob againft him. However, fetting all

N 2 " thefe
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** thefe confiderations afide, it is evident, that in the prefent

*' fyilem, it is dangerous to have fuch a pov^er in the heart

*' of the province : For as the honourable Court have been

" repeatedly advifed, that unlefs the Company can engage

" the Rajah to their intereft, by a firhi promife of fupport in

*• all his juft rights; we look upon it as certain, that fhould

" any troubles arife in the Carnatic, whether from the

' French or a country enemy, and prefent a favourable op-

" portunity of freeing himfelf from his apprehenfions of the

" Nabob, he would take part againft him, and at fuch a

" time might be a dangerous enemy in the South. The

** propriety and expediency therefore, of embracing the pre-

" fent opportunity of reducing him entirely, before fuch an

' event takes place, or before he has flrengthened himfelf

" by alliances with any other po-wers, are evident."

Here is a full jiiftification of the King of Tanjore relative

to this negotiation at Poonah, even by thofe who were the

inllruments of his ruin. It appears from this letter, that

the negotiation (if it at all exifted) had arifen from a juft

dread of the Nabob^s infmcerity, of his implacable enmity, and

of his conftancy to his prime objedl of making a conqueft of

the country of Tanjore. It appears, that the Nabob had even

gone the length of cutting off all intercourfe between him

and the Englifli. It appears that the danger apprehended in

the prefentfyjiem was, that the prefent fyftem would not fe-

cure to the King of Tanjore '* all his Juji rights." How far

a danger
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a danger of this fort, arifing from fuch a fort of caufe, to

fuch a fort of fyftem, becomes a proper ground for invading

any country, and deflroying any prince, muft be left to thofe

who have the leaft remains of equity, or of the common feel-

ings of humanity, in their bofoms.

The fecond article of the Nabob's reafons for war, is of a

kind full as extraordinary as the firft ; and flievvs how terribly

this poor, innocent, fuffering Gentleman, was puflied to make

out a charge, though no fupport was required to it, except

that of his own teftimony. The fecond article is—The King's

having given him no afTiftance againft the Polygars (or, as he

calls them. Zemindars) of Marawar and Tondcman j and

that after their defeat, he admitted them to a refuge in his

dominions, and fupplied them with powder and fliot.*

The reader cannot avoid recoUefling what he has read

three or four pages backwards—that one of the grounds of

* " Breaking out into open hoftility in February 1771, he invaded the ter-

*' ritories of Marawar and Nalcooty. The Governor and Council now found

' themfelves not only juftified, but impelled to adt in defence of their ally ;

" efpecially as the Company determined, that their former orders to join the

'* Nabob againft the Rajah, which the neceflity of the times had obliged them

" to fufpend, fhould be now put in force." [a]

f " In violation of the Nabob's rights, in a£lual breach of his engagements

" by the treaty of 1762, and in contempt of the honour and po ver of the

" Company, who had guaranteed it;— and that as a confummation of his per-

" fidy, he attacked the dependents of the Nabob's government." [^]

[a] Conflderations, P. 15.. [b] Ibid. P. 17.

the



[ 94 ]

the quarrel with the Rajah, m the war of 177 1, is, that

the Rajah of Tanjore had made war on thofe very Nalcooty

and Marawar Zemindars,—and now his quarrel with him is,

that he had not made war \apon them. The Nabob firft

complains of the Rajah's invading them, who were, he fays,

under his protection ; and now he complains of his not aflifl-

ing in the invafion of the fame perfons, as rebels.

The full extent of this extraordinary charge will not be

evident to the reader, if he is not apprized that the indift-

ment for thefe two contradictory offences is laid at one and

the fame time. For it was in the Nabob's invafion of Tan-

jore, and as a juftification of that invafion in 1771, that the

Rajah was charged with having made war on thefe Polygars,

as dependents : and it was inftantly after the fubmillion of

the Rajah of Tanjore, but about two months after this de-

claration, and in the very fame year, thefe unfortuna,te people

were invaded by the Nabob himfelf as criminals.

No one a6t of rebellion was alledged againft them, fubfe-

qiient to the time when he confidered them as under his pro-

tection. It does not at all appear, that any aflillance was

afked from the Rajah of Tanjore againft them. It is impro-

bable that any fuch requifition was made. It would have

been at once infolent and unnecelfary to have done fo : In-

folent, as one of die offences alledged by the Nabob againft

thofe people, for which they underwent a cruel punifhment,

was, that they had given no affiftance to him againft

6 Tanjore ;

—
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Tanjorc -,—to call on the King of Tanjore to cliatHze them for

t&at fault, would be too much even for Mahomet Ali. It was

unneceflary, becaufe the army led by the Nabob's fou to

the deftrufl:ion of the Polygars, had but jufl: defeated the

Rajah, and reduced him to fubmit to the capitulation of

1 77 1. The Nabob never wanted any afliftance againft thefe

feeble nations. The Englifli army under his command, was

infinitely more than fufhcient for what it accompliilied, their

total deftru6lion ; and would have been more than fufficient

for the ruin of twenty fuch. The Nabob, when he planned

that war, reprefented it to the Company's fervants at Ma-

drafs, as a matter of no fort of difficulty*. In effe6l it proved

fo at firfl : the taking of one of the principal places of the

Marawar country, did not coil us twenty men ; and the de-

gree of length to which the war was afterwards drawn out,

arofe from the cruelties of the Nabob's army, and the refufal

to the innocent people of thofe countries, of any fort of terms

or fecurity for their ancient privileges, and his depriving

them of their hereditary lands which they cultivated with

their manual labour. This drove many to defpair, and

to thofe extremities which refult from that dreadful fitu-

ation.

It is far from foreign to the purpofe of this difcourfe,

intended to fhew the injuftice and ill policy of making

conquefts for Mahometans by the Britifli arms, to enlarge

* Company's Appendix, P- 959, 1073.

fomewhat
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fomewhat on the foundation of this war, for not bearing a

part in which, the kingdom of Tanjore has been ruined.

The train of the Nabob's policy, and the method in which

he hnks war into war, and conqueft: into conquefV, is ex-

tremely curious. He firft incites the Marawar to hoftilities

againft the King of Tanjore ; then he makes war againft the

King of Tanjore for his hoftilities againft the Marawar -, he

undertakes a third war againft the Marawar, for not alTifting

him againft Tanjore ; and a fourth againft Tanjore for not

affifting him againft the Marawar.

The reader recolle6ls, that when the Marawars were, as

good fubjeBs of the Nabob, to be prote6led, they were in

the eftimation of thofe, who, under that pretext, made war

againft Tanjore, not JubjeEls at all, but independent Princes.

If therefore they were not fubje6ls, they could not be rebels

on account of any a6l of hoftility ; much lefs could they be

called to fo fevere an account as fuch, for a negle(5t of any

duty.

** We have faid more than once" (they are the members

of the Prefidency themfelves, who fpeak in their confultations)

" that we have no abfolute prooj\ that the Marawar and Nal-

" cooty are tributaries and dependents on the Nabob's

" government. He ajferts it, and we have no proof to the

" contrary." But prefently they folve the whole difficulty

by a fair and candid explanation, which affords a key to

the whole of theirs and the Nabob's poUtics. «* Becaufe

" He"
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*' he" [the Nabob] " has J7iade them his enemies, therefore it

" is ncceflary that they fhould be reduced. / do fiot fay it

** is altogether juji ; but Justice and good policy are

*' NOT OFTEN RELATED." This explanation clears up

every thing. But let us fuppofe, that the poor Polygars

were obliged to afllft him to any degree he pleafed, againft

any enemy he had thought fit to provoke, it is certain, that

even on that fuppofition, his complaint was unfounded. It

is proved by the teftimony of his own favourite Son *, that

they aftually did aflift him, and that a large body of

their troops were in our camp before Tanjore, at the

time of its furrender : how long before does not appear

;

for the war was of an extremely fliort duration. This

affiftance was probably given without much zeal in that

quarrel. The dread of the Englifli, I have no doubt,

was the principal if not fole caufe of it : but if they had

been the mofl cordially affefted to that bufinefs, it was not

in their power to have appeared in the field much before

the time that we find them there. If the Nabob had

thought thofe unfortunate people deficient. He ought to

have remonftrated with them upon their condu6l, and have

afforded them an opportunity of juflification or of atone-

ment. But he had long refolved on their entire extirpation

(to ufe his own favourite term)
-f-

and therefore carefully

concealed from them all his pretended grievances, and all

'* Company's Appendix, P. 907. t Ibid, P. 942:and 943.

O his
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his real Intentions *. Thefe unhappy people found an

Englifii army at their doors, before they knew there was a

complaint againft them. The Prefidency which fent it,,

knew that the extirpation of thofe Polygars (fo they call

the native Princes) was againft the Company's orders;— yet

they chofe to fubmit an Englilh army to the ambition of a

Barbarian, and to commit the whole conduct of the war and

of the peace to his difcretion -f -, fully apprized, at the fame-

time, of the whole extent of his deftruftive intentions.

The circumftances which animated them to this cruel ex-

pedition againft the Marawars, ought to have touched them

with companion for the faults (had there been any fuch) of this

miferable people. Great divifions prevailed amongft them :

One part was headed " only by a poor defolate woman ;"

the other was a Prince in a weak and unprotc6led mino-

rity. Thefe circumftances of diftrefs, did not hinder them

from proceeding to the extirpation of both Prince and

People with the moft unrelenting rigour. Fiift they ftormed

Ramanadaporam, the capital of this poor defolate woman %.

*' The grenadiers and other troops employed, behaved.

** with remarkable fteadinefs and coolncfs during the af-

* fault, and thofe who oppofed them, died in the breach.

* Company's Appendix, P. 948. + Ibid. P. 956.

J The feat of a temple venerated for a peculiar faniSlity all over India : it had'

therefore become a depofitory of immenfe riches. But the wealth was chiefly

defended by this opinion of the holinefs of the place, which was otherwife of

little or no ftrength.

« witli
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*' with great bravery. There were in the place 3,000

** fighting men, and a number of inhabitants ; many of

•• thofe who carried arms were killed, fome threw them-

*• felves over the walls, and others fled to the Ranny's

*' palace for prote6lion, and there faved their lives, as the

** firft confufion was over before the troops advanced fo

** far.—The Ranny, the young Rajah, and Pitcha Pilla, the

•' Dewan, are prifoners : they were found with all their effeds,

" jewels, &c. and of courfe the whole of this country muft,

*' in a few days more, fall under the Nabob's fubjeflion.*"

—Some movements of pity arofe in the breafts of thofe who

were obliged to be the adlors in thefe tragical fcenes, and

the inftruments of thefe wars, in which policy andjujiice were

fo little related. —" The palace (fays General Jofeph Smith)

" is one of the beft buildings I have feen in this countiy,

" and denotes its inhabitants having lived in truly Eaftern

** luxury, which I am afraid they will never experience again,

*' I have feen the young Maraw^ar, a youth about twelve

•' years of age ; but the Ranny has been invifible, at leafl

" to all Europeans ; fhe has two Daughters, both fit for

" matrimony. The young Nabob has taken up his quar-

** ters as neai- them as he well can, without intruding on

" their delicacy; though I believe, if their minds were

" known, they wifli him at a farther diftance. I have felt

" very much for the diftrefles of thefe miferable people,

* Company's Appendix, P, 994,

O 2 « though
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" though they drew it on themfelves, by not accepting

" the offers that both the Nabob and myfelf offered to

" them f , &c."

I am almofl tired of going through a narrative of the ruin

of this princely family; the diflribution of whofe immenfe

hereditary riches, was like to create a mutiny before their

faces, while the EngUfh troops and the Nabob's were

ready to draw fwords on each other, for a fhare in their

fpoils. The fame inhuman plundering, and the fame

quarrels about it, were carried on in every part of that

rich country. They who would enter more into it, will

find it well worthy their attention to read the whole of

No. XXVI. m the Company's Papers. I cannot, how-

ever, wholly difpenfe with fliewing fomething of the feel-

ings and opinions of a brave officer, Colonel Bonjour, on

that occafion ; (a perfon who is flated by the Prefidency, as

having a perfect knowledge of the country, and who was

certainly, on all accounts, worthy of being employed in a

better fervice;) becaufe they fliew the condition of a country

and people about to be fubje(5ted to Mahometan governmenti

t It no where appears what th&fe offers were.—Whatever they might be, the

not accepting the terms of an unjuft invader may be accufed of imprudence, but

nothing elfe. The fadt appears by a letter of Colonel Bonjour's (p. looo.) that

i>ie would be ready to fubmit to any terms, except giving up the Fort, which

.

flie calls her houfe, and is refoived to defend to the laft extremity. By the

letter too from Calecoil it appears, that the Nabob wiflied to have the places^,

taken by force, and to make no peace.

3 Itj
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It was written after the Company's troops had reduced

mod if not all the ftrong places in the Marawar

country.—" * It is necelTary to acquaint you" [the Prc-

fidency] " with circumftances that came lately to my
*' certain knowledge; by which you will perceive, that

" all the plan I recommended in my Letter to the

" Nabob, Waulau Jau, which Letter you declined delivering

" fo him, would not anfwer the purpofe of abfolutely

*' fettling this country, if the bafis of the former govern-

** ment is not rcftored to its original pofition. This former

" government you mnflr, in fome meafure, confider the fame

" as thofe formerly eftablifhed in Europe, under the denomi-

* nation of Feudal Government; by which men had land

" allowed to them by the Lords, which land they cultivated,

*' or had the infpeflion of, and the produce became their

" property, in confequence of being engaged to take arms

* at any time the country was expofed, or the Lords had

" occafion for their fervices. T!his government fecms to have

**' been efiablifhedfrom great antiquity in the Marawars ; which

" country being formerly united under a Rajah, did produce

" an army of fifty or fixty thoufand men for its defence

:

*' but fince its divifion into two provinces, its force fell in

*' proportion to the difunion of the heads ; who, when ime

" undertook the conquejl, were not only in difcord, but alfo

** the people difafFedled by reafons not material to report.

* Company's Appendix, P. 1057.
** Expe^ing^:



C 102 ]

*• Expedtlng a continuation of their ancient privileges, they re~

*' fnained at their ploughs, and in fome meafure facilitated the

** means of conquering their Chiefs. Since the redu6lion of

*' the different forts in thefe countries, the people (except a

** few vagabonds) have remained in a peaceable manner, till

" the Nabob determined to take from them thofe lands which

" they expected to retain-, fo that at prefent the ploughmen,

" aggravated by the lofs of their lands, have taken arms

" all over the country, and even in their own villages

" form parties of obfervation againft ours. In this fituation

*' fituation I mufl reprefent to you, that the fettling this

*' country in the mariner expected by the Nabob, requires ex-

" tremities ofa jliocking nature ; and after all, it is not to be

" faid that matters will be adjufted fo as to anfwer the fa-

" tisfa6lion of all parties. Thofe people, being both foldiers

** and ploughmen, have the advantage of appearing in what

" fliape they pleafe before our troops, and never expofe them-

" felves without being fure of the advantage. When we

" are marching we find, all over the country, moft villages

*' abandoned by the men, there remaining in them only women

*' and children, whom it is likely, if the Nabob perfijls in this un-

" dertaking, mujl, with other poor innocents, become a facrijice to

*-* this conquejl. For if any of our baggage remains behind,

" it is ufually taken, our parties and llragglers are attacked :

^' this is done by the inhabitants of fome village or other.

" Thefe villages being pointed out to me, I cannot pafs the

9
*' outrage
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*' outrage v/ithout punifhment j and not finding the objects

" upon which my vengeance fliould fail, I can only deter-

" mine it by reprifals,. which will oblige me to. plunder and

" burn thofe villages ; kill every nvan in them ; take prifoners the

•' women and children. T^hefe are aSiions which the Jiatiire of

" this war will require ; for having no enemy to encounter, it

" is only by fevere examples of that kind^that we may expeft

** to terminate it fo as to anfwer the end propofed. I wijlr

*' his Excellency the Nabob had well balanced the advantages he-

*' 7nay gain, with the rijk we run, in this undertaking,, before he

** determined to take from thofe people the lands in quefion.

*' They are, befides, not fo defpicable as not to deferve the

** privilege of keeping the mentioned land for their occa-

** fional fervices, if regulated fo as to oblige every one to be

** provided with a pike of a fixed dimenfion, when called to

**- the field ; and intermixed with a few Seapoys, they would be

" very formidable to black cavaliy. Sec. being fuch as to en-

** dure great fatigues, and to require but little wants. The

*' above, Honourable Sir and Sirs, will fufficiently reprefent

*' to you my fentiments in regard of fettling this country,

** without entering into further details : I have communi-

" cated the fame to the Nabob Umdut Ul Omrah, Behander,

" who feems to agree with my opinion, but I do not know

** what refolution will be taken.

—

Wijhi?7g to fee your arms

** employed for a wife ojid more glorious purpofe, than the 07ie in

** agitation, I have the honour to remain, Stc."

Such
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Such was the orighial juftice of the war agahift this un-

happy country ; fuch the mode of carrying it on ; fuch the

fruits of the conquefti and fuch the fpirit of the Nabob's

Government, wherever we make conquefls for him. Here

too we fee that the Prefidency did not dare or chufe to make

remonftrances to the Nabob, on the abufe of advantages ob-

tained by our own arms. After this, it will not, I fuppofe,

be thought a great crime in the King of Tanjore (to

whofe not lefs miferable cafe I return) if he did not fliew

great alacrity in this moft unjuflifiable war.

After the defeat of the Polygars (it feems) the Rajah

atlmitted them into his own tei-ritories, and fuppUed them

with powder and fliot. No proof is given nor afked of

this fa6l ; and it is neither true nor probable as it (lands

in the charge. " He (the King of Tanjore) not only

" refufed to aflifl him with troops againfl the Marawar

" and Nalcooty Zemindars, but he admitted them (when

" defeated by the Nabob) into his own territories, and

" afiifted thefe rebellious fubjeds with men, money, powder,

" and fliot."

It docs not appear that the Nabob thought of making

this complaint whilil the grievance was frcfli, and the matter,

if true, was evident : it required two years to afcertain it.

One of thefe Polygar's, then very young, had been cruelly

butcheied by the Nabob's troops at the taking of one of his

* Coiifiderations, Pages 27.

places.
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places. Him the Ring of Tanjore could neither receive nor

aflift. The poor defolate woman, who had been robbed in the

fandluary of her temple, never after was in a condition to carry

on any war—Thefe hoflilities therefore, ftand on the word of

the accufer. As to the fuppofed reception of the Polygars

into his territories—If he did give to thefe unfortunate gen-

tlemen, of his own cafl and kindred, fome charitable relief in

their diftrefs, it does not feem a caufe, fcarcely a pretext, for

the Englifli to fubvert the Kingdom of Tanjore. It is the

fame thing however to the Prefidency, whether the charges

on him or on the Polygars, were well or ill grounded.

They never enquired into them ; they took the whole on

the Nabob's bare narration, and executed his orders as if they

had been his Divan, and not the Council of the Eafl India

Company, and the Englifh Nation.

The third charge is a parcel of the fecondj that is, that

•* * he had taken the runaway Polygars of Worriarpollam and

•* Allianore under his prote6lion, giving tliem the diflri(5ls of

" Conconum for a refidence."

A fine ground of war ! The Nabob calls a man a Runaway ;

and then if any neighbour is humane enough to receive him, that

act becomes an offence of fuch a magnitude, that the offender

is to be deftroyed by the Englifh arms.—But when was this

offence laid ? Had the King notice to refufe the admiffion of

thefe Runaways into his country, or notice to difmifs them ?

* Corfiderations, P. 27.

P Not
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Not one word. When did the gentlemen concerned in this

affair, examine in what this offence of naming away confifled,

which made an a6t of humanity to the offenders fo heinous ai

crime ? A crime of fuch a dye, as to be punifhed by the

pillage, imprifonment, and depofition of a great prince ?

But what ends all defence for fuch afts, is this, that no

proof was before the Council of Madrafs, that the Rajah of

Tanjore was at all guilty of this a6l of humanity. In

their eyes it may, I allow, have been a great crime. But how

came they to proceed to the punifhment of that crime,

without any trial ? The mention of the Polygars of

WorriarpoUam and Allianore, only ferves to call up in our me-

mory the other unjufl and inhuman proceedings, by which

thefe Princes were deprived of their patrimony, and made a

facriiice to the tyranny of the Nabob. It may make a part in

the enquiry, when an account is called for, of the almofl

uninterrupted chain of robberies carried on for near twenty

years in that harrafled country.

The fourth charge rifes upon the others—" The Rajah had,

" under the plea of borrowing money, mortgaged fome

" diftrias of the Tanjore country to the Dutch, French, and

'« Danes." The matter of this charge happens to be in fome

part a matter of fa6l ; in others, as ufual, it is totally un-

founded.

The King of Tanjore was obliged, on the plea of bor-

rowing, as his enemy ftiles it, aSlually to borrow of the Dutch,

in
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'lA-ij-yi, in order to enable him to refill the Nabob's treacher-

ous i invalion ; and to mortgage to them, that is, to the

Dutch (and not tp the French) fome of his mod valuable

jewels, and fome part of his territories. This Ja^, which

the Nabob has the confidence to call only a p/ea, is confefled,

and even infilled upon by himfelf. For, in his late memorial,

* he takes credit for having redeemed thefe very jewels, and

thofe very territories, by the payment of large fums ; and he

charges this payment on the revenues of Tanjore, after they

had been refcued out of his hands. The matter between the

parties in fhort, ftands thus : He forces the Rajah of Tanjore,

by invafion and violent extortions, to mortgage fome of his

territories, and then he makes that mortgage a reafon for rob-

bing him of all the remainder.

The fifth and laft charge :

—

-f
" He refufed the money

*« agreed for by treaty, lo lacks flill remaining due."—If

this were true, it fhould naturally have engaged the Prefi-

dency to enquire,'%hether the non-payment amounted (as

the charge had flated) to a refufal, or only to a delay ; and

whether a man, whofe powers had funk under fuch immea-

furable extortions, was not an obje6l meriting fome fupport,

rather than further, and even the utmoft depreffion. The

matter of the charge immediately preceding, that is, his

mortgage to the Dutch, if it proved delinquency, indicated

* Company's Appendix, P. 1541.

t Confiderations, P. 27.

P 2 at
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at the fame time a very great appearance of diftrefs ; fmce the

unfortunate obje6l of it was obHged, in fuch a manner, to

difmember his territories, and to mortgage them, wherever

ufury was left free to aid againfl extortion. Thefe gentlemen

were, however, perfe6lly uniform in their conduft. Tlie

truth and the criminality of the fa6t, as in all their other

cafes, were to be admitted by them without the leafl degree

or pretence of enquiry whatfoever. With them, the wealth

and the poverty of the King of Tanjore were to be equally

his crimes. What mufl be the reader's furprize (who may be

unacquainted with their tranfa£lions, and the boldnefs of

their advocates) to find that this money, which was faid by the

Nabob, and admitted by the Council of Madrafs, and here

repeated by their advocate, to have been refufed, was, at the

time of making the accufation, a6lually /><z/d'

/

The King of Tanjore knowing (though, indeed, knowing

but in part) with what cruel and rapacious enemies he had

to deal, moved heaven and earth to raife money for the

ultimate payment. Having exhaufled the foreign fettle-

ments, he applies himfelf to an a6live money dealer, one

Comora, an Hindoo of his own religion, adjuring him, by

every tye that they held dear in common, not to fuffer a

Prince and People of his own perfuafion, to become a facri-

fice to the Mahometans. He defues bills upon Madrafs to

the amount of the laft payments, and pledges a territorial

revenue for the fecurity.

6 This
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This Cotnora was the Dubafli or Agent of the famous Mr,

Paul Benfield, the Nabob's banker. Whether moved by fenti-

ments of confcience, as he pretended, or thuiking the money

of his mafler to be well vefled in the territory to be engaged

for it, and in an hurry to receive the ufury for a payment

that was to be made to themfelves ; or having planned from

the beginning, the villany that was afterwards executed,

he drew bills on his mafter, Mr. Paul Benfield, for the

money ; which bills were put into the Nabob's hands. The

deluded King of Tanjore thinking he had at length fct

himfelf on fecure ground, wrote to the Prefidency, that as

he had punctually difcharged the laft payment, he now hoped

that he had entitled himfelf to the Nabob's friendfliip. But

he was miftaken—the Nabob's friendfliip was too valuable

a thing to be fo flightly purchafed. With thefe bills in his

hands, or in his banker's hands (a faft that has fince been con-

feffed by Mr. Benfield himfelf) he was not aOiamed to make the

above charge of a refufal of payment -, and fent the Englifli

troops to invade and conquer that very kingdom, for the exor-

bitant ranfom of which he had juft received the laft payment.

On thefe pleas of the Nabob, the Prefidency, as if they

had a grave and plaufible matter before them, finally fit in

judgment,—but not with both the parties before them. They

declare all ideas of the exiftence of a guarantee of the

King of Tanjore, on the pait of the Company, removed;

and without a pretence of their being guarantees of

any treaty on the part of the Nabob, they take into

confideratiou
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confideration " The propriety and neceflity of the expedi-

*' tion againft Tanjorcj" and they aflign the three following

moft curious reafons for engaging in it. ift. " That in con-

" fequence of the humiliating condition to which the Rajah

" has been obliged to fubmit at the conclufion of the hiji peace,

'*' and his conjlant apprehenfions of the Nabob's taking pofejfwn of

*' his country, he miifi be willing to join the French, or any

'* power." 2dly. '• Becaufe his total reduftion becomes matter

" o{felf-defence." 3dly " Becaufe the Nabob will pay his debts

" in cafe of difturbances, which he declares he never will do

' if they will not undertake this expedition*."

They who will take the trouble of comparing thefe raw,

uncoloured pretexts, with thofe of the fame kind made on a

former occafion, with regard to the King of Tanjore (which I

have ftated in a note, (page 49.) and with regard to the Marawar

Princes (recited in pages 96, 97.) will find a great uniformity in

their whole fyftem. Firft it is their pra6lice to do the

greateft injuries to the native fovereigns ; they reduce them to

the moft humiliating condition -, they fill them with fear and

apprehenfions of taking pofefjion of their country ; and then,

kindly to free them from all caufes of dread, they realize

the evils which they had made them apprehend ; they fall

upon them ; they plunder and fubdue them. They conclude

from their treatment of them, that the Princes muft be their

enemies, and then their total reduflion becomes matter of

* Company's Appendix, P. 1129.

ifelf
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felf defence. To crown the whole; becaufe their Mahometan

friend and patron refufes to pay his debts, without a pretence

of quarrel, they join him to exterminate their neighbours,

benefaftors, friends, and allies.

Thefe are the grounds and principles (I fliall bellow no

epithets upon them) upon which the Nabob proceeded in the

year 1773, with Englifli arms, to the ruin of Tanjore. In

this invafion, as much blood was llied as the refiftance could

admit. Then, with a relentlefs hand, he proceeded to pil-

lage the country to the amount, including the perception of

the revenues, of more than four millions fterling.

This the confiderer and his party, call ^'jnjlice and policy t

*' and the necejjity of reaffuming vigorous meafures againfi the in-

** corrigible 'Rajah. It being evident, that in the prefent fyfteni

*' // lioas dangerous to have fuch a power in the heart of the

** province."

For the purpofe of annihilating y?/fy6 a power in their pre-

fent fyjiem, they invented a conftruftion for public engage-

ments, in virtue of which they annulled the treaty of 1762

by that of 1769. By this conftruftion they annulled the

treaty of 1769 by the firft treaty of 1771, and the firft treaty

that year they annulled by the fecond ; and then they an-

nulled both the treaties of 1771, by the invafion and ufur-

pation of 1773. The author, who does not like that this

curious treaty-breaking invention fhould be difcredited, com-

plains of having the exiftence of the fundamental treaty of

1762
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1762 ftUl fuppofed. He is abfolutely outrageous againft the

Direftors for fo confidering it. * " We trace," fays he, " an

' ignorance and negligence, which though it exculpates them

" in fome meafure from intentional mifchief, was cer-

" tainly very criminal in matters of fuch high concern."

The gentleman's zeal and warmth againft thefe high crimes

and mifdemeanors of the Company againft its fervants, will

not permit him to recolle6l, that the Dire6lion had never

ratified any treaty, but that of 1762 ; and that their whole

correfpondence goes upon an idea of its exiftence, as a bafis

of their right of intei ference in the difputes between the Nabob

and the Rajah. He forgets that the gentlemen concerned in the

war of 1771, fuppofe its exiftence (atleaft at that time) fmce

they declare that they afted partly as its guarantees. He

forgets alfo that the Diredors, under all the deceptions proved

to be praftifed upon them, never authorized any treaty, or

any war, but for the fuppofed purpofe of enforcing that

original fundamental treaty.

As to the conqueft -, the direclors confidered it, as what it

was, a fliocking ufurpation. If we have proved that the Nabob

was the aggrellor and wrong-doer, by the author's rule, he

ought to have no benefit of treaties, and fuch a power ought

not to exill : But I do not wifh that his own principles Ihould

be brought home to the Nabob -, I do not willi that any

reigning pov/er fliould be extirpated, though every honeft man

• Confiderations, P. 40.

muft
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muft wifli, that they fhould all of them be kept within

the bounds of juftice j and that we, as an example of the

lefTon we teach to others, fliould keep ourfelves within the

fame limits. This is what every Englifliman has a right to

demand.

On this ftate of the grounds and principles of the con-

queft of Tanjore (not aflumed but proved) the public will

judge of the propriety of the Company's meafures, for re-

ftoring it to the natural fovercign and its original govern-

ment, and of the wildnefs of the firing of fchemes, propofed

in the pamphlet I am examining, for tearing it again

from thofe natural holds, and once more fubje6ling this

harraffed country to the ferocious rapacity of Mahometan

defpotifm.

If Mahomet Ali had originally no right, or colour of

right, to have Tanjore conquered for him by Englifh arms,

he has no right to have it returned to him by a third vio-

lence on the people, and a fecond depofition of the unhappy

King of that country, who neither has furniflied, nor in

his prefent ftate can furnifli, any kind of pretence for fuch

an outrage. His country is poflefTed by Englifli troops ; to this

he has moft chearfully confented : he paid, in little more than a

year after his reftoration, and out of a country ruined by

the ravages and extortions of the Nabob, jT. 320,000 fterling,

for the prote6lion of the Company. He has fmce granted of

his free bounty, Nagore, a territory of value, both for fitua-

tion and profit, to the Company.—Yet after all, he is not

Q^ now
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now at eafe from their fervants, who have not yet ceafed to

give countenance to the Nabob's claim of debt; and who

even canvals and litigate the value of his late gift, as if it was a

debt to themfelves. Can that country be fubjeft at once to the

Englifli and to the Mahometans ? Can the King pay all their

multiplied demands ? and after having yielded himfelf and his

country to the Company at their own requeft, on their own

terms, and on their own faith, is he to be delivered over to

Mahomet Ali, his bigotted as well as his political enemy ?

If this idea be not fupportable, it is unnecefTary for me to

take notice of the feveral ingenious modes and conditions

of executing the proje6l for a furrender of Tanjore to the

Nabob, which is elaborately argued in the latter end of the

pamphlet before us *. I fliall only touch upon fome of the ex-

traordinary fcattered topics of the author. This gentleman

feems to think, that the King of Tanjore is fo near being a prir

foner to the Englifli, with their garrifon in his fort, that he will

not be much worfe off by being totally depofed and made a pri-

foner to the Nabob. Pray, good Sir, let him judge for himfelf.

It is not the Nabob and his partizans, that the King of Tan-

jore wiflies to make his referrees. It is very true, that it is

not what is befV, but what is not worft of all, that is now in

the King of Tanjore's option. If the King of Tanjore muft

be a pri foner, he does not choofe to be prifoner to the Na-

\^ob. He is ready to depend on the benevolence of a

* Confiderations, p. 68.

7 Britifli
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Britifli King, and a Britifli corporation created and acting by

law ; though he cannot rely on the mercy of Mahomet Ali,

and his Durbar.

But our author tells us, that the Nabob when he has

depofed the King of Tanjore, will give him fecurity for a

penfion on his revenues. To this excefs of Mahomet's ge-

nerofity, the King of Tanjore will anfwer, that he choofes

to take his own income himfelf out of his own territories.

Limited as his revenue is, it is flill a better fecurity for fome

kind of rank and authority, than Mahometan faith for a

miferable penfion.

The Nabob's own, his eldeft, Son, ftarves on his Father's

penfion ; though a Jaghire land is affigned for the payment

of it. The Rajah would fomething doubt of better treat-

ment than this " * good old Prince" (in our author's lan-

guage) choofes to give his own child. The King of Tan-

jore too, remembers well the Nabob's generofity, in the jewels

that were torn from the ears of his women ; he remembers

his own poor and miferable prifon ; he remembers the credit

which the Nabob has fmce afTumed for not having a6lually

taken away his life ; he remembers the bare walls to which

he was reflored, of what had been one of the richeil pa-

laces in the world ; he remembers, that he owed to private

benevolence, that he had a carpet to fit on, or a palankeen

to carry him. On the whole, therefore, the Rajah prefers

* Confiderations, Pages 57,

0^2 tha
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the worfl treatment that the worfl: humours of the Company's-

fervants can mortify him with, to the tender mercies of a

Mahometan mafter, however the partizans of Mahomet Alt

may applaud and magnify the benevolence of his nature.

The author ridicules the idea of the King of Tanjore being;

in reality reftored, whilft Englifh garrifons polTefs his forts j.

yet he is not afhamed to propofe this very fame thing on

the delivery of the country to the Nabob (whom he is pleafed-

to confider as the lawful owner.) He propofes the very fame

arrangemen 3 * as to the garrifon of the places by Englifh j;

but he propofes it with great caution j for he knows that

the Nabob having once had Englilh garrifons in all his*

fortreffes, found means to remove them all, and to form a»

great Handing army of his own, trained in the European;

manner, in the hopes of fupporting his new fcheme of

independence,, recommended to him by EngUfh friends and.

partizans.

This gentleman, (the author of the Confiderations) and all^

thofe who engage in the caufe of Mahomet AH, in pro-

pofing fchemes of government, and: fupporting rights of go-

vernment in the Eaft,. are pleafed to confine their attention.

folely to Princes, and to the rights of Princes. The wretched

people ai'c no part whatfoever of their confideration. Every-

man who knows any thing of India, muft know the utter

* Confiderations, P. 69. " Be it agreed, /«r the general fafcty, that the Cofrf

•' pany J}:all garrifon the principal forts in Tanjore., and keep up fuch a force as

" thu Nabob may deem competent to the defence of that kingdom."

X deteftation
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deteftatioii thofe people entertain (I think with very good

reafon) but whether with good reafon or not, they do moft

certainly entertain, of Mahometan government. To fay no-

thing of the genius of that government in general, and in

particular of the government of Mahomet Ali, it will be

hardly believed, that all men do not infinitely prefer a fub-

je6tion to Princes of their own blood, manners, and reli-

gion ', that they will not be more obedient to fuch Princes

;

and that fuch Princes will not be reciprocally more tender of

them. This natural and reciprocal partiality, is matter of

great confideration in all governments ; but it is peculiarly fo

among thofe nations where there is no fettled law or con-

ftitution, either to fix allegiance, or to reftrain power.

If the Company, who under the name of alliance, or

under even the name of fubje6lion to a Mogul, are in reality

now the adlual Sovereigns and Lords paramount of India, ftili

choofe, as hitherto they have done, and as in wifdom perhaps

they ought to do, to have a dependent government interpofed

between them and the native people, it is both their in-

tereft and duty that it fliould be fueh as is congenial to the

native inhabitants, correfpondeiit to their manners, andfooth-

ing to their prejudices. Th^; native Indians, under their own

native government, are, to fpeak without prejudice, a far

better people than the Mahometans j or than thofe who by

living under. Mahometans, became the depreffed fubjefts, or

the corrupted inflruments of their tyranny ; they are of far

milder
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milder manners, more induftrious, more traclable, and lefa

enterprlfing.

The Arabians, and Tartars, and Perfians, and their Clans

of MufTulmen, are full as rapacious, and infinitely more

fierce and cruel, than the Englifh who are fent to make their

fortunes in India in a civil or military capacity. The Englifli

have neither the famcdifpofition, nor the fame degree of bold-

nefs, nor in many cafes, even the fame means of oppreflion.

Without however difputing which is the more intolerable

weight, it is certain, that the people cannot bear two fuch ri-

ders. It was our bufinefs to xt^^^^St pojjejjion as the only title

that can be valid, where a great empire is broken up -, and the

rather, as it is the title on which we ourfelves fland. It was our

bufinefs, that no antiquated claims fliould be revived -, and no

diflurbances raifed on fuch dangerous pretences. It was our

duty, in order to make fome fort of compenfation for the mif-

chiefs infeperable from a foreign and commercial fuperiority,

to keep a ballance ofjuftice and proportion in the feveral powers

that were fubordinate to us ; and the laft thing in the world

which we were juftified in doing, was to encourage arbi-

trary and boundlefs pecuniary demands, under the barba-

rous names of Nazirs, Crores, &c. &c. and leaft of all ought

we to fupport fuch demands in favour of any perfon whofe

own ftrength was not fufiicient to enforce his own injuflice.

When we did this, then it became not the robbery of

Another, but our own. Extortion, always the cndemial

diflemper
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diftemper of that part of the world, began to be aggravated

in all its fymptoms, when Afiatic avarice was fupported by

^ European arts and difcipline. Whereas our evident duty,

and our cleareft intereft, was to employ thofe arts and that

difcipline, and the power that grew out of them, to me-

liorate the condition of the fubje6l and the dependent, ra-

ther than to enforce the wild claims of a pretender, or to

enforce the intolerable defpotifm even of the lawful pofTeffors

of power. All this we might have done, and in a great

meafure may flill do, without any fort of diminution (to

fpeak within compafs) of revenue ; and with an infinite in-

creafe of our reputation. But fatally, we have fuffered, for a

long time, a contrary courfe to prevail, to the ruin of the

fine country that has fallen into our hands ; and England

has thought proper to look on unconcerned, whilft the

Englifli arms have been employed by a ferocious and infatiable

Mahometan, to exterminate near twenty native hereditary

princes, of very ancient, and in that part of the world,

illuilrious families. But though, this depredation and ruin,

and in many inftances this total extindlion, of noble houfes,

be itfelf a matter which commonly excites no fmall degree of

commiferation in all liberal minds ; yet it is a confideration in-

finitely inferior to that of fuch multitudes of the native peo-

ple, once under the dominion of thefe depofed Princes, but who
are now fubjetled to the intolerable burden of the Mahometan

yoke. The poverty and depopulation of the countiy which has

enfued^.
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enfued, is a thing to be deplored j and furely the caufe of

fuch ferious evils ought to te fpeedily inveftlgated.

If there was a real difpofit mi to inveftigate, and to redrefs

thefe grievances, it would not be a matter of difficulty to lay

before the public, in clear and diftind particulars, the hor-

rors of the Mahometan govern 'cnt in India, as it is exer-

dfed in its moft deftruftive manner by the Nabob of Arcot,

as well in thofe territories of winch the Englifti arras had

originally put him in poffeffion, as m thofe of which, they

have made him mafter, by a feries of near twenty years violence,

war, and defolation : but as that great and neceffary work is not

yet undertaken, it will be fufficient, for the prefent, to lay before

the reader fome hints of what appeared to the Company at feve-

ral periods, to be the fpirit of Mahometan domination ; its ten-

dency to deftroy the eminent nobility, who were compelled by us

to a dependence upon it ; and fome fmall part of its oppreffive

confequences on the low and induftrious part of the Indian

community. It muft be allowed, to the Company's honour,

that they have in general endeavoured to check thefe excefles,

though with little effe6t, as we have feen. However, their

views feem to be perfectly conformable to the opinions of the

beft judges of the ftate of affairs in India *, and to the plan

of

• " You w ill fee," fays Colonel Bonjour, *' by my Letter to his High-

" nefs the Nabob, that force of arms ij/one will not effitl thefettling and tranquility

"
of this country. This, I muft enforce, by requefting you will fupport my

•' opinion before him ; for / cannot promife you any thing favourable from tin

" operations
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of government here laid down. " We apprehended," fay

they in their letter to the Prefident and Council at Foit

Saint George, dated 4th March 1767, " that if any thing

" can give us the interior, peaceable, and quiet pofTelfion of

*' the Circars *, it will be fuch a kind of government as

" fhall make the feveral Rajahs and Zemindars feel and

*' acknowledge its juftice, mildnefs, and equity, above all

" others that they have been accuftomed toj fo long as

*' they live in obedience and fulfil the engagements they

*' are bound to : efFe6ls which we much doubt whether

** they would ever have derived from the Company's go-

" vernment, had the Nabob, or any other ?iative of Indofa?:,

" been entriijled with the particular majiagement . What we

'* have faid, implies a confidence in you, that the Rajahs,

" Zemindars, and every other inhabitant, will be protected

** in the pofleffion of their juji and hereditary rights: wc

" mean not only as relative to oppreflion from the mem-
'• bers or minifters of our own government, but alfo from the

" encroachments and attempts of each other -j--." — They

think a ballance of power ought to be kept between themj

that therefore " they wifli the prefent Indian powers to

" operations J may direSI, when they are tiot fupported by a fyjlem of government

*' Juitable to the genius, cujioms, and privileges of the people who are to be influenced

" by it." Letter from Colonel Banjour to the Prefidency of Madrafs. Com-
pany's Appendix, P. 1046. This letter the Prefidency did not choofe to deliver

to the Nabob.

* The territories in the Kingdom of Goconda, acquired by the Com-
pany within a few years.

•} Company's Appendix, Page 511.

R ** remain
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' remain as a check upon one another *."— *' That they

' mean to diflribute to every man his own -, and by a

' juft, mild, and prudent conduft towards them, to evince,

' that conquefts and plunder are not the objedls of our

' purfuits-f-."—They forbid " the extirpation of the Poly-

' gars §, though they wifli them in obedience to the

* Nabob."—" They obferve with concern, that in certain

' countries %, their troops have been put to difagreeable

' fervices, more efpecially as the rebellion of the Polygars

' may, they fear with too 7nuch jujiice, be afligned to the

• mal-adminijlration of the Nabob's colkStors."—" That it was

' repugnant to humanity, to force them to fuch dreadful

' extremities as they underwent"—" Thaty5;w examples of fe-

« verity might be neceffary, but it fliould be on the leaders

' when they fall into the Nabob's hands, and not by the

' deJlruBion of the country."—" That the falfe policy of

< this fliould be rcprefented to the Nabob, &c."— " ||
That

' they fear his government is by no means of the mildeft:

;

' and that there is great oppreflion in coUefting his re-

' venues **•."

The Company who knew, and therefore waflied to dif-

countenance, his opprefTions of the native princes and no-

bility and of the people at large, in the colle6tion of the re-

venues, were alfo perfedly apprized of his peculiar opprefTions

* Company's Appendix, P. 519. § Madura and Tinnevelly.

f Ibid. P. 523. II
Company's Append. P. 523-

\ Thofe reduced by us to a fubjcc- ** Ibid. 524.

tion to Mahomet All,
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on the fources of all revenue, the manufa6lurers of the

country. Thefe manufadlurers they knew were obhged to

fly into the ftrong holds of the Indian Princes, for a pro-

teftion againft Mahometan tyranny ; which is a practical

proof worth an hundred arguments, to decide the difference

between the two governments. The Company therefore di-

redl, " That in reducing the Polygars, they were to be

•' cautious not to deprive the weavers and manufaflurers

" of the protection they often meet with in the flrong

" holds of the Polygar countries."*—And in their Letter

« to the Nabob himfelf, they think fit (knowing his pra6lice)

to give him the like cautioft :
" We entreat your Excellency

" in particular, to make the manufaSlurers the objeds of

" your tenderefl care ; particularly, that -when you root out

" the Polygars, you do not deprive the weavers of the pro-

" teSlion they enjoyed under them-\."

It is unnecelfary to obferve to the reader, that when the

Company permitted the Nabob to deftroy the protedlion

which the manufafturers enjoyed againft his tyranny, their

humane advice to him, with relation to thofe miferable

wretches, when he had got them once more into his power,

was likely to be but of fmall benefit or confolation to them.

I have therefore quoted this paffage, not to fhew the efficacy

of the Company's interference with their counfels, againft the

effeds of their arms, but to fhew their ftrong fenfe of the

probable condition of thofe whom they were going to

* Company's Appendix, p. 524. f Ibid, p. 527.

R 2 furrender
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furrender to the Nabob's mercy : It is not wholly unlike the

kindnefs of the Lifbon Inquifition, when they deliver a

miferable Jew to the fecular arm. Even the Prefidency of

Madrafs, which at the very time it was preparing to make

the war of 1771 againfl the King of Tanjore, in order to

extend the fphere of the Nabob's tyranny, fpeaking of the

diftrelfes which a country, already fubjugated to him, had

fuffered from a moil grievous and waileful war (brought on

folely by his refllefs ambition) exprefs themfelves of his

government in the following manner :
'* That they" [the

diftrelTes by the war] '* have been certainly ^r^a^ ; but thofe

" by the Nabob's opprejjions we believe to be greater than all,

" becaufe they are ivithout intennijjion ; the other are temporary i

" by all which oppreffions, we believe, the Nabob has great

" wealth in ftore."

It would be perfectly ufelefs to remark on thefe difpofitions

and proceedings of the Nabob, if the caufe of the evil and the

means of redrefs were not both in ourfelves. All this am-

bition, pride, and tyranny of Mahomet Ali, and all the

ufurpations and oppreflions by which this enormous wealth

have been hoarded by him, are wholly fupported by an unna-

tural and extrinfic force. The Englifh commanders, who

had the misfortiine to have fome of the Nabob's troops as aa

incumbrance on their operations in his favour, declare,

*' that they could have no dependence on them," and that

'' they were the worft they had ever feen *." The Company

* Company's Appendix, P. 1,165.

2 has
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has frequently exprefled the fame fentiments, and given their

dire6tions accordingly.— •* That the Nabob is univerfally

** known to be a man of no refources in himfelf."— •* A
** Nabob who cannot fupport himfelf."—** That his army

" is an ufelefs rabble."—" That the leaving the fortreffes

** of the Carnatic to his defence, would be to expofe the

** very being of the Company on the coaft of Coromandel,

" to the greateft rilk * ." On that account, they heavily

and jullly accufe their fervants for engaging to efFe6luate fo

defperate a defign. " On tracing the fubje6t minutely, we

" find, that no fooner was the Nabob put in pofleffion of the

" faid forts, and the Company's troops removed, than his

*' own rebellious fubje6ls were hardy enough to attempt

*'
~\- re-taking fome of them; and their fuccefs fliews, that

" they had little more to do than to appear before them, in

" order to obtain pojfejion. On which account the Nabob

" himfelf declared, he "was tired out with thefrequent accounts

" received of the depredations of the plunderers, and that he

** was fully convinced his troops were utterly unequal to

" the talk of fupprefling them. |"

This Potentate, fo defcribed by the Company, and fo de-

fcribed by himfelf,—a Potentate, who is fo far from being in a

condition to defend himfelf againft a foreign enemy §, that

* Company's Appendix, P. 538.

t N. B. The word re-taking is remarkable; for, in i&^, he has but few places

which have not, at fome time or other, been violently t.iken by the Company's

Servants from the lawful Proprietors, and delivered to him.

\ Company's Appendix, P. 541.

§ The Marattas claim, and at times exafl a chout or tribute from him.

he
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he is not able to fupport the police in his own territories with-

out an Englifli army—has had thefe important fortrefies, con-

trary to repeated orders from Europe, delivered up to his garri-

fons ; has had conquefts of vaft territories made for him by our

blood and treafure, againft the fame repeated orders, and

millions of unhappy people, without check or control of any

kind, delivered over to his arbitrary difcretion. This Po-

tentate on fufferance, this creature of natural and indefeafable

dependence, whofe very power exifts in his fubjeftion, is fet

up, not only as an independent Sovereign, but as a great Con-

queror. The very perfons, vifithout whom he has no ex-

iftence, have thought proper, in fpite of his unalterable im-

becihty, to declare ihemfelves his vafials, and to a6l fo much

in that chara6ler, " that," as they themfelves tell us, •' the

" EngliJJj are confidered in India as indeed great and

" poiverful, but that they are entirely fubordinate to the

" Nabob, and obliged to employ that force according to his

" pleafure." H« who is himfelf abroad a bugbear, and at

home a flaadow, is however, by the juft terrors of our fub-

flantial power, become dreadful to almoft all his neighbours

;

and within his own territories exercifes an opprefllon, which

outrages humanity, over the Princes and people, not yet extir-

pated, whom we have bowed to his yoke, but which the

weaknefs and defpotifm of his government would have both

provoked and enabled them efFc6lually to fliake off, if the

dread of the immediate march of tlie army of a Chriflian

and free people to fuccour Mahometan defpotifm, did not

6 even
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even forbid them fo much as to complain under their fuffer-

ings.

Formerly the Vakeels or Agents of the Indian Princes, were

admitted to Madrafs ; their complaints were heard, and their

claims were confidered. If juilice was not always done, it

was never formally denied ; and the Englifli Company ap-

peared as a power of dignity in India. But at prefent, they

are taught to direct their eyes to the Nabob as principal.

—

Of late, almoft every agent from every flate in India, has

been excluded from the leaft correfpondence with our Pre-

fidency ; whilfl the Durbar of the Nabob was furrounded

with fuch a crowd of foreign miniflers, as gave it the air of

an imperial court. * They fubmitted (or as they fay, were

compelled to fubmit) to this humiliation, and confented to

exift for no other purpofe than as Agas of the Janizaries, to

the Durbar of Mahomet Ali. Whenever he wants to make

a conqueft, or to fupprefs any rebellion, they are applied to

for their afliftance : But when they begin to enquire either

into his politics, or his government, they are charged not

to interfere : It is no bufmefs of theirs :—Such is the ufe

of our conquefts in India. By what machinery this flrange

fyflem, apparently fo contrary to reafon, nature, common

fenfe, and common humanity, is fet at work and fupported,

may be laid open to the public at fome other time. The

author of this little difcuflion has prepared a full, and as he

thinks fatisfa6tory explanation of it. Prudential reafons

* What has been done to remedy this great abufe within the laft year, I am

Dot acquainted ; but thus things flood when the King of Tanjore was invaded.

induce
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duce him to keep it back for the prefent ; but it is not

improbable that the a6livity of fome perfons will compel

him to produce it.

If we had conquered for ourfelves, if we had referved in

the provinces, which have been fubdued by our arms, any

means of proteclion to the inhabitants ; if we had put

any fort of check on the new defpotifm which we had

fet up, fomething might be faid in favour of that feries of

wars, which have brought fuch deflru6lion on our fpecies.

European oppreflion has, in its worft form, fome traits of

mildnefs in it ; but we fold both our virtues and vices to

the Mahometans, and made the miferable Indians pay the

purchafe.

It is not however enough, it feems, that many great

and originally independent Indian Provinces, formerly king-

doms, have been fubjefled to the Mahometans. Tanjore

alone (among many to whom the fame juftice is due) is

refcued, half ruined as it is j and this efcape of an un-

happy Prince and country, is reprefented to a Britifti Par-

liament, and a Chriftian people, as the greateft of all fub-

jecls of forrow and lamentation.

One would really imagine, from the piteous complaints of

the book before us, that the Nabob had been deprived of all

his original territories ; had been defpoiled of all his private

podeffions J
his women cruelly ftripped of all the ornaments

of their perfons j his houfe robbed to the bare walls ; and

his perfon mercilefsly imprifoncd.—Thefe iaideed are the

miferies

—
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miferles—not which the Nabob has himfelf fuffered^ but

thofe which he has hiJtiSied on the Kmg of Tanjore, and

upon many other unredrefTed and hclplefs men, of great rank

and diftinclion.—But when you hear him, or his advocates

for him, talking to you of the * " good old Prince,

** humbled into the duft before the fervants of the Com-
'* pany ;"—entreating Lord Pigot " to fhew mercy to his

" old age and white hairs ;"—that ** his dignity yielded to

*' his friendfhipj"—that " a participation ivitb his friends was

" his greateft pleafurej"—" to leave him in pofleflion in name

*' only, to preferve his honour and charafter, and not to dif-

" graice him in the eyes of Afia"— It is furely impoflible for

the hardeft heart not to be touched—If after this pathetic

peroration, you come to examine into the nature of the

grievance which gives rife to fo rueful a complaint, it

will, I believe, excite fome other pafllon rather than pi-

ty, when you find that the diftrefs of the ' good old Prince"

is no more or lefs than this—That he has been helped by

the Englifh arms, to deftroy not above twenty confiderable

Princes, a thoufand times better men and better born than

himfelf; that he has been enabled only to waile, rob, and

opprefs a vaft traft of country, once the moft populous and

flourifhing upon earth -, that he has been able to engage us to

make for him, no more than two cruel and unprovoked wars

on the King of Tanjore; and in two years to rob him of no

more than five millions of his money and efFefls. This is the

fubjed of the complaint of *' the good old princei"j this is what

* Confiderations, P. 55 and 57.

S has
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has humbled him to the duft ; and it is for thefe indignities

and injuries, that we are called upon to " have mercy on

" his white hairs." It would provoke one's laughter, if it

did not excite fo much of our indignation, to fee fuch an

audacious attempt made to pervert our benevolent natural

feelings, and to debauch our fympathy from the fufferings of

the opprefled, to beftow them on the difappointments of the

oppreffor ; to divert our compaflion from thofe who complain,

becaufe they endure great wrongs, to thofe who raife an out-

cry, becaule they are not permitted to continue and increale

them. It is hoped, however, that the aiStive partizans of

oppreffion will do good at laft ; and, by officioufly bringing

thofe matters into difcuffion, will rouze the humanity and

juftice of his Majefty, this Nation, and the Company, in

favour of the unhappy Nations, Princes, and People, who are

under our prote6lion, and from whom we derive infinite

benefits.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.
Prefent ejlablijhment of the ki?igdofn of Tanjore as fettled by the

Treaties of I'jtz and 1769, by the order of the Court of Di-

reBors in I775> and by the Conditions agreed on between the

King and the Eaji India Company in 1776 ; and which will

fcarcely be thought notfujiciently advantageousfor the Eajl India

Company,

ARTICLES of Agreement between the King of Tan-

jore and the Nabob of Arcot *.

I. The King of Tanjore fhall pay an annual Pefhcuch or

Tribute to the Mogul, of two lacks of rupees^ and no more.

II. The King of Tanjore fhall pay the further yearly fum

of two lacks of rupees, and no more, in full for the ufual

and cuftomary prefents or Durbar charges
-f".

* Vid. Treaty and Agreement made and concluded between the Nabob of

Arcot and the King of lanjore in 1762. This treaty is guaranteed by the

Prefident and Council at Madrafs, and approved by the Court of Diredlors.—

Company's Appendix, P. 77 & feq.

+ This and this only, is what the Nabob has any prelsnce to for his own
profit J the treaty fpecifically diituiguifties it from the Mogul's tribute.

S 2 JII. The
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III. The Nabob fhall confirm to the King of Tanjore the

full and free pofleffion of the diilricS^ts of Covilady and

Elangad

.

* In 1764 and 1765, difputes arifing concerning the

banks of the river Cavery, the Prefidency of Madrafs are-

dire<5led as guarantees of the treaty of 1762, to fupport the-

King of Tanjore in his right to the repair of the faid banks j

and the country of Tanjore muft fuffer famine, if the banks

are not preferved.

By the treaty with Hyder Ali in 1769, the peaceable pof-

feffion of his kingdom is fecured and guaranteed to the Rajah

of Tanjore.

• Vid. Comp. App. p. 86.

ARTICLES of Agreement between the King of Tanjore

and the Eaft India Company
-f-.

I. The King of Tanjore fliall admit a garrifon of the

troops of the Company into the fort of Tanjore, and aflign

revenues fufficient for the maintenance of the faid troops.

f Orders of the Court of Directors for the reftoration of the King of Tan-

jore, and Lord Pigot's letter to the Court of Directors, zd Sept. 1776.

and
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and for providing military ftores neceflkry for the defence of

the garrifon *.

II. All repairs of fortifications fhall be conduced by the

Company's engineer at the King of Tanjore's expence ; but

no works or repairs fhall be undertaken without his appro-

bation and confent, which fliould always be fignified in

writing ; nor until an eflimate fliall have been made of the

charge to be incurred, and the meafure fully approved and

authorifed by the Governor and Council.

III. No treaty with foreign powers fhall be concluded by

the King of Tanjore, without the Company's concurrence;

nor fhall any alliance be formed by him to their prejudice ;

nor any aid or alTiflance be given, dire6lly or indireflly, to

the enemies of the Britifh nation.

IV. In cafe troubles fhall arife in the kingdom of Tan-

jore, and the troops of the Company, or of the Nabob,

fhall march to the King of Tanjore's afhftance at his requi-

fition, all extraordinary expences incurred thei'eby fhall be

defrayed by him, over and above the charges of the garrifon

aforefaid.

* The following are the inftallments by which the King of Tanjore has

ftipulated to pay 400,000 pagodas annually, for the maintenance of troops.

In November . . 20,000
December 40,000
January . 40,coO
February 100,000
Maich . —-

—

ioo,oco
April (a) —

—

.—— 100,000

400,000

(a) Thefe fix are the productive months.

9 V. No
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V. No troops whatever, except thofe of the Company,

fliall be permitted to refide within the city of Tanjore, and

except all fuch native * guards as may be neceffary for fup-

porting the dignity of his Majefty's government ; and the

number of fuch native guards fhall be fixed by the Gover-

nor and Council, and not be exceeded or augmented by the

King of Tanjore, on any accourt or pretence whatever.

VI. In regard to furnifliing fupplies in time of war, the

King of Tanjore pall not be obliged to comply ivith any requtji-

tionfor troops, unkfs our Governor and Counciljoin the Nabob in

making fuch requifition ; nor fliall the quota to be furniflied to

the Circar be left indefinite, but be limited to fuch fupplies

as fliall on all occafions be deemed juft and reafonable by the

faid Governor and Council ; and the charge thereof, if de-

frayed by the King of Tanjore, fliall be dedu6led from the

annual tribute to be paid by him to the Nabob of the

Carnatic.

VII. On the part of the Company it is ftipulated, that no

diminution of his authority over his fubje6ls is intended by

them; and that they will feverely punifh every military

officer, or Company's fervant, who fliall in any refped in-

terfere in the affairs of his government.

VIII. That particular accounts of the expence of the

garrifon fliall be laid before him every three months, or fo

* Tanjore Papers, vfl i. p. 104. Rajah of Tanjore's letter to the governor.

*' For my body guard, I fhall keep a body of men from one hundred to five hun-

" dred ; and I want not to have one man, either horfe or foot, more than that

" number."

3 often
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often as he fliall require it ; that no extravagance fliall be

permitted, nor any improper charge be allowed in fuch

accounts i and that if the annual amount thereof fliall at any-

time be lefs than the revenues afllgned to the Company, the

furplus of the faid revenues fhall be faithfully returned to

him * ; but if the expence of the garrifon fhall exceed the

amount of the revenues (o afligned, then the King of Tan-

jore fhall make good the deficiency,

IX. That if any difputes arife refpeding contingent or

other expences, they fliall be finally adjufled by the King of

Tanjore's agents, and our Prefident and Council, and not

otherwife.

X. That the troops to be maintained by the King of

Tanjore, fhall be employed in his defence a/ofie, fo long as he

keeps his faith with the Company.

XI. That no greater proportion of the revenues to "be

afTigned to the Company, be required, than fhall be deemed

abfolutely necelTary for the fupport of the garrifon ; but if

any unforefeen circumflance fliall render fuch revenue inade-

quate thereto, the King of Tanjore mufl, as before ob-

ferved, caufe payment of the troops to be made from his

other refources..

* It is not the bufinefs at prefent, to enquire how far thi» and other parts of

thcfe ftipulations have been.obferved by the Company's fervants. It muft not

be doubted, that the Diredors will, in their Ovun time, cffecfually provide, that

a country thus furrenderea to their p<;w r vvill feel the benefit of their ji.fticCj

and not be harrafleil by needku, unfoiindcd, vexatious, and ur.juft demands.

E I N I S..

A.
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